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Those who believe all prophecy has been fulfilled are called Preterists.  Not all 

Preterists agree with each other. There are partial Preterists and full Preterists.  

The partial Preterists are divided into historicists and futurists.  Some of the 

partial Preterists believe the full Preterists are pagans, etc. 

The word “preterist” means past. Generally speaking, it means most Preterists 

believe most prophecy was fulfilled in the past, specifically, by 70 A.D.  Partial 

Preterists say most but not all of it was fulfilled in the past. 

After giving the Parable of the Fig Tree Jesus said, “When ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even 

at the doors. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled” (Matthew 

24:34).  The problem centers around the identity of “this generation.”  Preterists believe “this generation” means 

the generation that Jesus was talking to.  Many non-Preterists believe “this generation” means the generation 

that sees the fulfillment of all the prophecies Jesus was talking about. 

For many, the problem with Preterists is the fact that they spiritualize and explain away many prophecies, 

especially the Book of Revelation.  Instead of studying the Book of Revelation they dismiss it as nothing more 

than a book of symbols.  The prophecies say one thing, but they say the prophecies mean something else.  They 

attach private interpretations to the prophecies instead of letting the Bible interpret itself.  When they do this, 

they not only change what the Bible says, they dismiss, explain away or spiritualize hundreds of other verses in 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Zechariah, Matthew, II Thessalonians, etc.  Everything those prophets said about the 

first coming of Jesus literally happened.  It’s a mistake to say that none of what they said about the Second 

Coming of Jesus is going to literally happen. 

Many Preterists say Nero was the Antichrist.  But Nero wasn’t the Antichrist because he committed suicide 

instead of being cast alive into the Lake of Fire (Revelation 19:20).  Nero didn’t track all buying and selling. 

 And Nero didn’t force people to take the Mark of the Beast. 

Many Preterists say Israel’s religious leaders were the False Prophet.  But Israel’s religious leaders didn’t build a 

statue of the Antichrist.  Israel’s religious leaders didn’t make that statue speak.  Israel’s religious leaders didn’t 

make the Jews commit idolatry by worshipping the statue.  And Israel’s religious leaders didn’t get thrown alive 

into the Lake of Fire with the Antichrist. 

Many Preterists say the final world government was the Roman Empire.  But the Roman Empire was the legs of 

iron on Nebuchadnezzar’s statue not the feet of iron mixed with clay (Daniel 2).  The Second Coming of Jesus 

will be in the days of the feet of iron mixed with clay not in the day of the legs of iron. 

Many Preterists say the Second Coming of Jesus… 
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