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Note from Pastor Kevin Lea: We have become like Sodom, we have become like Gomorrah, and
judgment must be near. May God give the remnant strength in the coming troubling days.
“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture!” says the Lord. Therefore
thus says the Lord God of Israel against the shepherds who feed My people, “You have scattered My
flock, driven them away, and not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for the evil of your
doings,” says the Lord. “My people have been lost sheep. Their shepherds have led them astray; they
have turned them away on the mountains. They have gone from mountain to hill; they have forgotten
their resting place.” Jeremiah 23:1-2; 50:6 NKJV
The United Church of Christ (UCC) bills itself as “the church where God is still speaking.” Apparently,
God’s Word is falling on deaf ears of the leadership.
The UCC, which considers itself a mainline Protestant denomination—claiming over 1 million members
and about 5,200 congregations in the U.S.—proudly announced it will serve as a major sponsor of the
Gay Games. The UCC will now go down in Christian history as the first major denomination to sponsor
the homosexual Olympics when the games roll into Cleveland, Ohio, in August.
I guess my jaw shouldn’t have dropped when I read the news, considering the UCC in April filed a gay
marriage rights lawsuit in North Carolina. But not only did my jaw drop, I’m shaking my head. J. Bennett
Guess, one of the UCC’s national officers and its first openly gay church executive, calls it a social justice
issue and says the denomination prides itself on “being a bold voice for progressive Christianity.”
In case you aren’t familiar with what the term “progressive Christianity” really means, let’s take a
moment to define it. Progressive Christianity has a strong focus on social justice and environmentalism.
Progressive Christianity focuses on concepts like “collective salvation”—where entire cultures and
societies, rather than just individuals with faith in Christ, are redeemed—and bends toward a Marxist
economic philosophy. And Progressive Christianity does not subscribe to the biblical doctrine of the
inerrancy of Scripture.
That last line explains a lot. For example, it explains why the UCC was the first mainline denomination to
affirm equal marriage rights for same-sex couples. It explains why the UCC was the first to ordain an
openly gay man. And, overall, it explains why the UCC has fallen into the deception of sponsoring events
that celebrate LGBT people instead of trying to love them to Christ.
But even denominations that don’t consider themselves part of the Progressive Christianity movement are
falling into this deception. The Presbyterian Church (USA) last week voted to allow its ministers to
perform gay weddings in states where it’s legal. On Tuesday, Methodist Pastor Frank Schaefer, who was
defrocked for officiating his son’s gay wedding, was fully reinstated and the Moravians voted to ordain
gay clergy. My research shows there’s a long and growing list of gay-affirming denominations,
including…
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