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Here’s a list of cases in which Christians have been accused 

of violating non-discrimination laws for following the 

dictates of their faith: 

Memories Pizza.  Family-owned Memories Pizza in Indiana 

came into the crosshairs of homosexuals when an owner was 

interviewed by a local TV station in the aftermath of the 

adoption of the state’s religious freedom law. 

Responding to a reporter’s question, the owner said that while her restaurant serves gays, her Christian faith 

wouldn’t allow her to cater a “gay wedding.” The restaurant immediately became a focal point of outrage 

toward the law, with threats of death and and destruction, causing the owners to shut down their business. 

In response, however, an Internet campaign raised more than $840,000 for the family in just a few days. Owners 

Kevin and Christie O’Connor said they eventually planned to reopen their doors. 

Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association.  The Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association was begun in 1869 

to provide a place for Christian meetings and assemblies, and it still operates as one of the more popular 

destinations for such events on the East Coast. 

It houses one of the world’s 20 largest pipe organs and there are both traditional and contemporary worship 

programs all summer long that have featured speakers such as Billy Graham, Norman Vincent Peale, Robert 

Schuller, Billy Sunday, D. James Kennedy and Charles Stanley. But the location no longer is used for weddings, 

because a lesbian duo was denied permission to use it, and a state discrimination complaint was filed. 

The ACLU reported in 2012 that the ruling from an administrative law judge found the Christian group was 

guilty of discrimination for refusing to grant Harriet Bernstein and Luisa Paster access to its property for their 

ceremony. 

Solomon A. Metzger of the state’s Office of Administrative Law found that in March 2007, when Paster and 

Bernstein filled out a reservation form, the pavilion was a public accommodation. The judge determined that the 

Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association breached its agreement to make the pavilion available to the public on 

an equal basis. 

Liberty Ridge Farm.  The owners of a Christian farm in upstate New York recently were fined $10,000 and 

assessed $1,500 in damages for not allowing a lesbian duo to use their land and home for a wedding. 

Cynthia and Robert Gifford, owners of Liberty Ridge Farm near Albany, had allowed others to use their land for 

birthday events and a few weddings. But when Jennifer McCarthy and Melisa Erwin asked for access, the 

owners said they would allow a reception but not a wedding, because of  their religious beliefs. 

The state said the couple’s religious beliefs were of no account. Administrative Law Judge Migdalia Pares 

said…  
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