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Government to pastor: Renounce your faith!
Now banned from expressing moral opposition to
homosexuality
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A Canadian human rights tribunal ordered a Christian pastor to renounce his
faith and never again express moral opposition to homosexuality, according
to a new report.

In a decision dated May 30 in the penalty phase of the quasi-judicial
proceedings run by the Alberta Human Rights Tribunal, evangelical pastor
Stephen Boisson was banned from expressing his biblical perspective of
homosexuality and ordered to pay $5,000 for "damages for pain and
suffering" as well as apologize to the activist who complained of being hurt.

According to a report from Pete Vere at the Catholic Exchange, the penalty
could foreshadow the possible fate of the Rev. Alphonse de Valk, who also
cited the biblical perspective on homosexuality in the nation's debate over
same-sex "marriage" and now faces HRC charges.

Boisson wrote a letter to the editor of his local Red Deer, Alberta, newspaper
in 2002 denouncing the advance of homosexual activism as "wicked" and
stating: "Children as young as five and six years of age are being subjected
to psychologically and physiologically damaging pro-homosexual literature
and guidance in the public school system; all under the fraudulent guise of
equal rights."

The activist, local teacher Darren Lund, filed a complaint, and the guilty
verdict from Lori G. Andreachuk, a lawyer, was handed down Nov. 30,
2007. The latest decision involved the penalty phase of the trial.

"While agreeing that Boisson's letter was not a criminal act, the government
tribunal nevertheless ordered the Christian pastor to [stop expressing his

opinion]," Vere reported.

Andreachuk noted that Lund, who brought the complaint, wasn't, in fact,
injured.

"In this case there is no specific individual who can be compensated as there
is no direct victim who has come forward," she wrote.

However, that did not stop her from ordering the payment anyway.

And as for the future, she wrote:
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"Mr. Boissoin and The Concerned Christian Coalition Inc. shall cease
publishing in newspapers, by e-mail, on the radio, in public speeches, or on
the Internet, in future, disparaging remarks about gays and homosexuals.
Further, they shall not and are prohibited from making disparaging remarks
in the future about ... Lund or ... Lund's witnesses relating to their
involvement in this complaint. Further, all disparaging remarks versus
homosexuals are directed to be removed from current Web sites and
publications of Mr. Boissoin and The Concerned Christian Coalition Inc.,"
the lawyer opined.

Andreachuk also ordered Boissoin to apologize for the original letter in the
Red Deer Advocate and told the two "offenders" to pay $5,000.

The apology letter, Vere said, "threatens civil liberties in Canada, according
to Ezra Levant, an author and lawyer who himself was targeted by an HRC
attack."

"[The] government now believes that if it can't convince a Christian pastor
that he's wrong, it will just order him to condemn himself?" Levant wrote on
his blog. "Other than tribunals in Stalin's Soviet Union and Mao's China,
where is this Orwellian 'order' considered to be justice?"

"This is like a Third World jail-house confession — where accused criminals
are forced to sign false statements of guilt," Levant wrote. "We don’t even
'order' murderers to apologize to their victims' families. Because we know
that a forced apology is meaningless. But not if your point is to degrade
Christian pastors."

"In essence, the Alberta Human Rights Tribunal is ordering to the minister
to renounce his Christian faith, since his opposition to homosexuality is
based upon the Judeo-Christian Bible," Vere wrote.

WND reported recently about de Valk, the target of a Human Rights
Commission case over his biblical references regarding homosexuality.

"Father [de Valk] defended the [Catholic] Church's teaching on marriage
during Canada's same-sex 'marriage' debate, quoting extensively from the
Bible, the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and Pope John Paul II's
encyclicals. Each of these documents contains official Catholic teaching.
And like millions of other people throughout the world and the ages — many
of whom are non-Catholics and non-Christians — Father believes that
marriage is an exclusive union between a man and a woman," Vere wrote.

Vere raised the question that Canada now considers morality a "hate crime."
"If one, because of one's sincerely held moral beliefs, whether it be Jew,
Muslim, Christian, Catholic, opposes the idea of same-sex marriage in

Canada, is that considered 'hate'?" he asked.

Vere wrote that the response he got from Mark van Dusen, a spokesman for

http://calvarypo.org/pages/hands/0570.htm

Page 2 of 4

7/3/2008



Category Page 3 of 4

the federal human rights prosecution office, shocked him.

The government agent confirmed the agency investigates complaints but
doesn't set public policy or moral standards. He said the agency job is to
look at the circumstances and decide whether to advance it or dismiss it.

What is shocking about that, Vere wrote, is the admission that unjustified
complaints can be dismissed, yet the case against de Valk has continued now
for more than six months.

An extended audio recording between Vere and van Dusen is posted on
YouTube:

Article from the Family Research Council dated June 9, 2008

Alberta Tribunal Leaves Canada Speechless

| David Ben Gurion, the first Israeli Prime Minister,
once said, "The test of democracy is freedom of
criticism." Nowhere have politicians more
miserably failed that test than in Alberta,
Canada, where the gatekeepers of political
correctness--the Human Rights Commission
(HRC)--have sentenced a pastor to a lifetime
of silence. The case was initiated in 2002,
when Rev. Stephen Boissoin published
letters to the editor opposing same-sex

. i o "marriage" in the Red Deer Advocate. At the

time, Canada was embroiled in a debate over

whether to legalize counterfeit marriage across the country. When Professor
Darren Lund of Calgary read Boissoin's editorials, he filed a complaint with
the Alberta HRC, alleging that the content of the articles was "hateful." The
Commission appointed a tribunal to investigate Boissoin, led by an
unelected bureaucrat Lori Andreachuk. Last November, Andreachuk found
Boissoin guilty of discrimination and, without the benefit of his testimony,
forbade him from uttering "anything disparaging about homosexuals."
Notice that Andreachuk does not ban him from speaking about anything
"illegal" but bars him from any negativity toward gays and lesbians. The
official punishment, issued without so much as a public hearing, includes
everything from personal emails to congregational sermons. As if the
lifetime speech ban were not tyrannical enough, Andreachuk also ordered
Boissoin to compensate Professor Lund, who was not a victim of the so-
called "hate crime," $5,000. Under the terms of his sentencing, the Reverend
must "cease publishing...remarks about homosexuals" and submit a written
apology to Lund for publication in the Red Deer Advocate. Ezra Levant,
who is under similar scrutiny for printing cartoons about Mohammed, notes
in a new column, "[Boissoin] has to publicly humiliate himself, by publicly
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declaring his contrition--a contrition he does not feel--and his abandonment
of his deeply-held religious beliefs... Does that happen anywhere outside of
Communist China?" Conservatives across Canada are in an uproar over the
ruling and many are demanding that Premier Ed Stelmach follow through
with his promise to review the unbridled "censorship powers" of the HRC. If
he refuses, Alberta's thought police can indict any pastor or average citizen
who holds political or moral views contrary to the powers-that-be.
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