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I have been called a lot of things but never a "bully" and never a "Pharisee." But since I am 
referenced in a sad new book, The New Pharisaism: How Spiritual Bullies Attack the Church," I 
felt I needed to respond to this pathetic attempt to call good ministries and leaders Pharisees just 
because they are contending for the faith in an apostate climate.  
  
About a decade ago a new kind of ministry came along as a a result of rising apostasy and false 
teaching. They were branded as "discernment ministries" and that is probably pretty accurate. 
Olive Tree Ministries started out with a pro-Israel slant as well as being an end-time watcher. 
Today we also find ourselves trying to defend the faith and encouraging discernment in the church 
(Luke 12:56; Proverbs 2:3).   
  
What discernment ministries are trying to do is take a stand against those who have hijacked 
evangelicalism in the last 30 years. For starters, that would include the "seeker-sensitive" 
movement that often dumbs down preaching, Emergent heresy, the mystical movement (so-called 
Christian Yoga, contemplative prayer, etc.), the new Mary for Protestants movement, the 
emphasis by evangelicals on fictitious man-made global warming, Muslim-Christian dialogue, and 
more.  
   
Those of us being chastised by the author of this new book, Bill Slabaugh, take the warning in 
Ezekiel 33:6  very seriously! ''But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the 
trumpet and the people are not warned, and a sword comes and takes a person from them, he is 
taken away in his iniquity; but his blood I will require from the watchman's hand.''  
  
This book suggests that several national organizations, Web sites, newsletters, and radio 
broadcasts -- including "Understanding the Times" radio -- have turned their sights on the church 
and have attacked Christian leaders and other faithful believers. This so-called new "Pharisaism" 
demonstrates that very unbiblical practices are being introduced into some churches in America 
as a part of the apostasy of the last days. The author of the book and other critics suggest that we 
"bullies" have used this phenomenon for our own selfish gain and self-promoting agenda.  
  
What financial gain is there in standing for truth, naming names of false teachers, and losing a ton 
of financial contributors because we have touched their sacred cow?  There is a cost in 
contending, and it can be in dollars and cents. It can sink a ministry or stunt its growth. 
  
I have to ask, "Since when did contending for the faith (Jude 3) become bullying?!"  Those 
of us accused are simply believers who cherish the true Word of God. We would like to hear about 
God and the Bible with no additives and preservatives. We want to avoid the latest fads in the 
contemporary church that are entertainment-oriented and that try to keep up with the pop culture. 
We are not interested in church-growth efforts. But when we question the church's infatuation with 
the spirit of the age, we are called some pretty abysmal names.  
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A few of the faith contenders Slabaugh singled out are Dave Hunt of Berean Call, Ray Yungen, 
Crosstalk Radio, Southwest Radio Church, Apprising Ministries, and Olive Tree Ministries.  
  
Christian broadcaster Todd Wilkin says, "Just as politicians and pundits play the race card or the 
gender card, the Pharisee card is used to discredit someone by implying that he is narrow, rigid, 
and unloving. Most often these days, the Pharisee card is played to portray a fellow Christian as a 
'doctrinal purist,' resistant to change, and therefore, unconcerned for the lost."  
  
Quite the contrary: We are just asking that the gospel preached to the lost be pure.  Wilkin goes 
on to say, "Jesus called Christians who demanded doctrinal purity 'disciples,' not 'Pharisees.' "  
  
This ministry will continue speaking the inconvenient truth which will continue to get us labeled as 
unloving bullies and Pharisaical for years to come. I offer no apologies. How tragic that it is 
discernment ministries today that are seen as troublemakers and dividers when they are standing 
up for a true gospel and solid doctrine.   
  
The time is short. Telling the truth is more important than popularity contests right now. The Bible 
speaks of escalating apostasy in the last days so I ask a few more of you to join the ranks 
of contenders for the faith.  
  
LIVE RADIO THIS WEEKEND (March 6): You can "listen live" at AM980 KKMS, Saturday, 9 to 
11 AM CST or AM1280 The Patriot at the same time. My guests include John Loeffler from 
Steel on Steel and Mark Tooley, daily monitoring the very strange and unbiblical actions of 
the religious Left.  
 These two hours will be up on our Web site at "Radio Archives"  Sunday evening, March 7. To 
see if we air in your neighborhood, note radio information to the left.   

NOTE: We cannot respond to all e-mails but each one is read. To unsubscribe, scroll to 
the very bottom and click on "SafeUnsubscribe." 
 
Awaiting His return, 
Jan Markell 
 
You may pass on these items or have people sign up on our Web site. We update Current 
Headlines twice a day, and you can access our radio programming from the last three years on 
Radio Archives. Also see the Web site for other options to catch the program, "Understanding the 
Times."  
 
Report e-mail address changes.  
  
Please remember us prayerfully and financially. Donate on our Web site. (Gifts are tax-deductible 
with receipts sent out in January.) 

Olive Tree Ministries, Inc. 
Box 1452 

Maple Grove, MN 55311 

763-493-3010 or 763-210-8291 
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