Solar Eclipse across U.S. Called 'A Sign from God'
'Blood Moons' discoverer Mark Biltz says route determines 'warning to a specific nation'
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A total solar eclipse will cross the continental United States this summer, an event that hasn’t happened in roughly a century.
Pastor Kevin Comment - This is true for an eclipse path that crosses the entire width of the lower 48, but there were total solar eclipses that darkened several lower 48 states in 1954, 1963 (just Alaska and Maine), 1970 and 1979. http://earthsky.org/space/total-solar-eclipses-in-the-usa
Everyone will experience on Aug. 21 at least 60 percent of the sun being covered and the resulting semidarkness.
By “everyone” he means in the lower 48.  
Those within about a 60-mile wide diagonal line from the Pacific Northwest through South Carolina will see the sky go dark and feel the temperature drop.

In some areas of the country, the darkness will last more than two minutes and 30 seconds.

Such wonders of nature largely were feared in older civilizations, and even while the mechanics of orbits crossing can be observed and predicted, they still make many people think of God today.  Pastor Mark Biltz, the man who discovered the “Blood Moons” phenomenon and a Christian who urges careful attention to heavenly signs, suggests there may be something more to the eclipse.
Solar and lunar eclipses have been happening ever since the creation.  There is nothing in the Bible that encourages us to think there is “something more” about their occurrences.
But doesn’t the Bible say that God gave us the sun, moon and stars for “signs”?  

Gen 1:14 Then God said, "Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years; (NKJV)
Yes, the Bible does, but it does not say that solar or lunar eclipses are those signs; nor does it say what these eclipses are supposed to mean to us when they do occur.  Would you call a blank sign on the side of the road a speed limit sign (or any other road “sign”)? - Of course not.  A sign is not a sign unless it tells you something meaningful.  
The sun and moon were a sign of God’s power when they did not go down for an entire day (Joshua 10:13).  The sun was also a sign to Hezekiah when the sundial went back ten degrees (2 Kings 20, Isaiah 38).  Another sign that awaits fulfillment is found in the prophetic texts of Joel 2:31 (and Matthew 24:29, Mark 13:24, Luke 21:25, and Revelation 6:12).
Joel 2:31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord. (NKJV)
In context, these passages in Joel and related New Testament texts clearly apply to the second coming of Jesus, where the sun being darkened, and the moon turning to blood, will be “signs” to everyone on the earth that the physical return of Jesus is imminent.  If Biltz and pastor John Hagee had stuck with the context of these prophecies, they would not have written their “Blood Moons” books that are now proven to be false teachings.  Normal solar and lunar eclipses happen for just a few minutes over a very small portion of the earth and therefore cannot be a “sign” to the survivors at the end of the Tribulation Period that Jesus is coming again very soon.  Therefore, the fulfillment of Joel’s and Jesus’ prophecies cannot be normal solar and lunar eclipses. 
Some try to say that historical events in the Bible are related to solar eclipses. For example, during the time of the exodus from Egypt, God sent the plague of darkness, which fell on the Egyptians for three days (Exodus 10).  But this could not have been a solar eclipse because an eclipse only last for a few minutes at most. The same can be said about the three hours of darkness that fell on Golgotha/Jerusalem when Jesus was being crucified (Matthew 27:45). 
True believers in the biblical God (and His Son, Jesus) are thankful for all the wonders of His creation (including predictable eclipses).  When we observe the animals, plants, trees, the sun, moon and stars, we are awed by God’s power to create with such beauty and design.  We also stand in awe of His creation having an order to it, and wonder why such a powerful, all-knowing God would care about us enough to promise and then send a Savior to die for our sins (Psalm 8, Hebrews 2).  

But the world wants to worship the creation (even eclipses) rather than The Creator (Romans 1).  This coming solar eclipse will draw millions of atheists, New-Agers, Satanists, Sun Worshipers, Buddhists, Hindus, etc., who will all stand in wonder of the manifestation and feel connected with their version of “god”; but they will refuse to worship and honor the true God or His son, Jesus.  John 1 calls Jesus “The Word” who created all things.  It was Jesus who created the sizes of the earth, moon and sun, and their orbital paths and distances from each other, thus making total solar eclipses possible.  Therefore, all adoration should be directed toward the biblical Jesus for what will be on display in August of 2017.
Back to the WND article: 

Pastor Mark Biltz, the man who discovered the “Blood Moons” phenomenon and a Christian who urges careful attention to heavenly signs, suggests there may be something more to the eclipse.
Mark Biltz did not discover the “Blood Moons phenomenon” because, as it turns out, there was no phenomenon.  There were solar and lunar eclipses that came and went as they always do.  Mark Biltz and John Hagee did a great disservice to the church when they wrote their books that have since been proved to contain false teaching: Blood Moons: Decoding the Imminent Heavenly Signs, and The Coming Four Blood Moons (respectively). 
Wikipedia documents some of the false hype at this link: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blood_moon_prophecy
Dr. David James gives a more complete and spiritual analysis in his article: Blood Moon Tetrad (2014-2015): A Sign of the End?
http://www.biblicalintegrity.org/2014/01/24/blood-moon-tetrad/
Hagee and Biltz say that they were not prophesying that something ominous would happen on Sept 27 of 2015, so they shouldn’t be critiqued just because nothing significant did happen.  However, the hype in their books and sermons left many to believe that the rapture or something else earth-shaking was certainly going to happen on the final blood moon of the tetrad (Sept 27, 2015).   
As an example, a friend of mine called me a few days before Sept 27 to say that he appreciated our time on earth serving Jesus together and was looking forward to meeting up with me in heaven on Sept 27.  Since I never was a fan of the blood moon hype, and knew it had zero biblical support, I responded by saying that I would love to talk again on the phone about it next week (after Sept 27).  He was annoyed that I was dismissive of his conviction that we would be in heaven by then, and we finished the conversation.  He never did call me back.  I assume it is not because he went to heaven on that day and I wonder if he is now falling for Biltz’s false teachings about the August solar eclipse.

Pastor Mark Biltz, the man who discovered the “Blood Moons” phenomenon and a Christian who urges careful attention to heavenly signs, suggests there may be something more to the eclipse, such as a direct warning to the United States [Emphasis added]
“From a biblical point of view, a solar eclipse is meant as a sign from God,” Biltz told WND. “In Genesis 1:14, God declared this to be so. It is a sign that is beyond man’s control, something he can’t manipulate. Solar eclipses become biblically and prophetically significant and relevant when man understands their timing according to the biblical calendar and where they happen. Then we look for the patterns.”
One would think that Mark Biltz would be hiding in shame over his false teachings on Blood Moons, so why do it again with unbiblical conjectures about an eclipse?  Without any contrition or apology for his past errors, it appears that he plans to ride this solar eclipse for all it’s worth.

I called a member of our congregation whom I had not seen for a few Sundays to see how he was doing.  He informed me that he was listening to Biltz’s sermons and at times visiting his church (a few miles from ours) because he wanted to spend his time preparing for the signs in the sky that were coming, and I was not giving him the knowledge about them that he needed (we only teach the Bible).  
He sounded close to tears of grief for me because I did not believe that the end is coming this year (referring to the August eclipse and the alignment of the stars and moon in the constellation Virgo, which is occurring in September).    
This same man had continued to attend our church during the Blood Moon hype and more than once was taken aback by my refusal to get on board by preparing the congregation for what was going to happen.  When I reminded him (when we were talking the other day) that Biltz was wrong in 2008-2015 and asked why he would follow the current teachings of a certified false prophet, he responded by making it clear that his pursuit of signs was more important than truth.  This response by him is a greater sign of the last days than the solar eclipse in August will be (2 Timothy 4:1-5, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11). 

For the sake of clarity, I will not be surprised at all if earth-shaking events happen this year, or even around the time of the August eclipse, but they won’t have anything to do with the eclipse.  I am surprised every day that the global economy has not collapsed (as many economists have said is certain and imminent).  I am equally surprised that WWIII has not broken out (as many heads of state and think tanks are saying is imminent).  These two dominos (and many others) are all getting ready to fall in fulfillment of detailed prophecies found in the books of Daniel, Psalms, Isaiah, Revelation and others.  Biblical passages warn of specific unfulfilled wars, a coming global government, and a global currency that will be controlled by the coming Antichrist.  If cataclysmic events leading us to ultimate fulfillment of these prophecies do occur any time soon, Biltz may claim they were tied to his prophecies about the eclipse, but they will not be, because they are tied to the true prophets and apostles of the Word of God. 
“As the sun is larger than the moon, the sun represents the nations of the world and the moon represents the nation of Israel, as their calendar months are based on the cycle of the moon while the nations of the world follow the sun for their calendar. 
The Sun = nations, and the Moon = Israel?  According to whom? - Certainly not any prophet or apostle whom God used to give us the Word of God.  In fact, the Word of God specifically condemns astrology, which is what Mr. Biltz is practicing by stating this.

But doesn’t the Bible teach us that the constellations are signs and that the gospel can be found in the zodiac? 

The Bible does mention two or three constellations in the book of Job (9:9, 38:31) and in Amos (5:8).  This would have been a perfect place for God to also reveal that these or other constellations have a deeper meaning or are to be used as signs of future events, but He doesn’t.  God is simply magnifying His creative power by asking man if they can place these stars in the heavens or move them from their place.  God, in His Word, makes nothing more out of these star arrangements.

Yes, books have been written making the claim that there are hidden meanings behind each of the twelve constellations of the zodiac, and that God is telling the story of the gospel of salvation in the stars as a sign to those on earth.   I encourage the reader to read Joseph Seiss’ book, The Gospel in the Stars, published in 1882 (http://teachingfaith.com/files/books/the_gospel_in_the_stars.pdf).  

When I skimmed Seiss’ work, I immediately questioned how in the world he could have been so sure about all the meanings of all the stars in all of these constellations.  Are we to think that every person who looks up in the sky and sees people, creatures or objects in the arrangement of the stars will come to the same conclusion as Seiss (or anyone) about what they mean?  We might all agree that the Big Dipper looks like a dipper, but how many people will agree with each other as they try to come up with an esoteric meaning for it.
In addition, according to https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lunar_calendar, the claim that Israel is the only nation that uses a lunar calendar is not even true.  

There is strong biblical and historical evidence that before the flood of Noah, a year was exactly 360 solar days and a lunar month was exactly 30 earth days.  God gave us the sun and the moon for signs (which Biltz emphasizes and interprets for us based on what only he knows), seasons, days, and years and saw that they were good (Gen 1:14-18).  The relationship between the earth, sun, and moon for calculating seasons, days, and years is anything but “good” today, as any calendar expert will admit.  
Please see Dr. Walt Brown’s online book where he presents a biblical and scientific explanation for how the flood of Noah occurred.  Also read his technical note titled “Did the Preflood Earth Have a 30-Day Lunar Month?” http://www.creationscience.com/onlinebook/TechnicalNotes14.html
After the flood, Noah’s family and their descendants planted crops and otherwise conducted their lives based on the “good” time measurement of the sun and moon that they used before the flood.  It would have only taken a few years to realize that something was wrong with their calendars as the crops were being planted and harvested at times where the seasonal weather was no longer ideal for doing so.  
After the tower of Babel, people scattered with their preflood calendars and settled in the ancient world.  Archaeological discoveries have uncovered various monuments that were erected by the ancients and appear to be attempts to try and understand the new (imperfect) relationship between the lunar month and solar year. http://kgov.com/search?query=360+day+year
Today, those who follow the Gregorian calendar have a leap day every four years.  But even this does not correct the imperfect relationship. http://farmersalmanac.com/astronomy/2016/02/15/why-do-we-have-leap-years/
Even Israel, with its lunisolar calendar must inject a leap month at times to sync up their lunar emphasis with the solar realities that govern seasons (especially for proper crop production).  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_calendar
In summary, every nation uses a combination of a solar and lunar calendar and Biltz’s claims in the above paragraph are simply not true on many counts.
Biltz: “When there is a total solar eclipse, it is a warning to a specific nation or nations depending on its path.”

Really?  Since when? Says who?  There have been about 4,000 total solar eclipses in the last 6,000 years (http://www.space.com/25644-total-solar-eclipses-frequency-explained.html)
Their paths can be known and studied, and Mr. Biltz could have at least cross-referenced these occurrences with the type of God’s warning given to each nation affected before making such a claim.  
Those that occur over water (most) are a warning to whom Mr. Biltz?   Can he actually claim that the nearly two thousand total eclipses over land in the last six thousand years were a direct warning to the affected nation from God?  
Biltz, author of the new book “God’s Day Timer,” suggests God often uses celestial signs to send direct messages to the nations.
So, Mr. Biltz, what exactly is the message from God to America for this August 21?  Please be very clear and specific.  If you can’t tell us the message, then how can you claim that God is using the celestial sign of the August 21 eclipse to send a direct message?  
Please tell us how we can know that the message you tell us is actually directly from God and not from you?  
If the “direct message” that you claim comes from God (through you) does not come true, then will you admit that you are a false prophet again, and that we should never waste our money on another one of your books?  
Actually, will you be willing to refund everyone’s money who bought the false prophecy book about blood moons and this one too?  
Will you apologize for all the damage you have done again to Christian evangelism when people stop listening to Christians giving the true message of the gospel because they heard all the hype about your eclipse being a message from God that was no message at all?

But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber. 2 Peter 2:1-3 (NKJV)

Biltz will discuss his studies and discoveries this fall on the WND Cruise to Alaska Sept. 8-15. He also will talk about his other areas of expertise, including the Hebrew roots of the Christian faith.
Dear World Net Daily, you must mean the other areas of false teachings, including the Hebrew roots (over-emphasis) movement. See - https://www.thebereancall.org/content/hebrew-roots-and-leaven-works-salvation-part-2
Biltz said: “Just look at the biblical pattern. Many know the story of Jonah and Nineveh from the Bible, but not the historical background events as to what had already transpired, and why they repented. In 765 B.C., a plague broke out in Nineveh where even the king was not able to go out to war, as was custom. This was followed by a civil war and then another plague!

“An archaeological find of cuneiform tablets was found in the 19th century describing events in Nineveh. A famous eclipse mentioned in the tablets was known as the Bur-Sagale eclipse, which is verified by NASA as occurring on June 15, 763 BC. The path of totality was right over Nineveh. God had declared the sun and the moon were for signs, and now the Ninevites saw the wrath of God coming even before Jonah arrived a couple months later…”
How would they have seen “the wrath of God coming” when all they saw was a solar eclipse that lasted a couple minutes, as some Americans will see on August 21?  Since total eclipses are not rare, they probably already had stories passed down by their grandparents of previous eclipses, where the only thing that happened was the sky was darkened and then returned to normal (without any wrath of “God”).
Biltz continues: “When Jonah arrived, they were ripe for repentance.”
Rather fanciful conjecture by Biltz, which no one can prove was the case, one way or the other.  How can Biltz be so sure about these dates, plagues, and the motives for the Ninevite repentance when the scriptures (which we know are the God-breathed truth) say nothing of the sort?  Biltz is adding his eclipse story to recent human conjecture of ancient history. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fast_of_Nineveh
Let me propose an alternative reason for their repentance.  In 2 Kings 14:25-26, God records in His word that:

He [King Jeroboam II] restored the territory of Israel from the entrance of Hamath [a city in Northern Syria to this day] to the Sea of the Arabah [Dead Sea], according to the word of the Lord God of Israel, which He had spoken through His servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet who was from Gath Hepher. For the Lord saw that the affliction of Israel was very bitter; and whether bond or free, there was no helper for Israel. (NKJV)
Shortly before God sends Jonah to Nineveh, He tells the wicked King Jeroboam II (using the true prophet Jonah) to defeat the oppressive Syrians, Ammonites, Moabites, and Edomites to protect the Jews from destruction; and the King of Israel succeeded in doing so.  If (humbly admitted conjecture) the Ninevite king heard that their Syrian neighbors had suffered a surprising (miraculous) defeat that was prophesied by the Jewish prophet Jonah, and if this same Jonah came to his town with a message of certain destruction, could it be that he decided to repent and seek the mercy of the Jewish God rather than ignore the warning from a certified true prophet of God?  Perhaps, but only God knows and He has not communicated to us what actually motivated the king and people of Nineveh to repent.   
Others suggest it was because of Jonah’s shocking appearance that came about by being great-fish-stomach-acid washed into looking like an albino, and then vomited out onto the shore before marching into Nineveh that instilled fear into the hearts of the Ninevites.  Again, who can say and claim that their speculation is the truth with certainty?

Biltz argued signs of this kind also occurred during the modern era just before cataclysmic events.

“Now fast-forward to another solar eclipse on August 21, but this time in 1914,” he said. “This is the first day of the month of Elul, which begins the month of repentance in ‘God’s Day Timer.’ The first of Elul is when Jonah began prophesying for 40 days. Just before the eclipse, we see on June 28th, 1914, through the month of August, the events of World War 1 begin! The path of totality of the eclipse was over Eastern Europe and the Ottoman Empire or Middle East, including Nineveh again. This was foretelling the destruction of the Ottoman Empire in World War I.”

What would we do without Mr. Biltz?  Where was he when the world needed him in 1914, when he could have told the world that the August 21, 1914, eclipse meant that the reason World War I had begun one month earlier (July 28, not June 28, as stated in the article) was because God was sending a direct message of this fact by causing a total solar eclipse spanning Europe, Turkey and Nineveh.  This direct message should have made everyone in the world aware (if Biltz had been there) that they should reflect back to Jonah and the repentance of Nineveh, and thus understand that the Turkish empire (Ottomans) were going to be defeated in this war.  
Back then, people would have had enough sense to ignore Biltz’s foolish conjectures; today they flock to his books.

As a side note, how does Biltz know that Jonah started preaching on the first of Elul?  Maybe the reader can succeed where I have failed in finding a historic reference by using various different search engines and search queries.  I suspect he may have gotten this info from the Midrash or Talmud (unreliable, uninspired, not God breathed), but I know he did not get it from the Bible (reliable, inspired, God breathed). 
Biltz suggests such cataclysms may be in store for the United States, especially given the timing of the event.
Fool me once (Blood Moons suggestions), shame on you. Fool me twice, shame on me.  

Mr. Biltz, this time we don’t want suggestions.  We would like for you to tell us exactly what this eclipse on August 21, 2017, is supposed to mean.  If you want to convince us that God wants to send us a direct message, we are powerless (because we only have God’s Word) to know what this eclipse over America means without your help.  
Please tell us; and make it clear when you do – no suggestions.  
Please tell us before “the event” happens, even if it is before the eclipse, as it was for your WWI insight.  Also, how will this eclipse affect the world differently since it is not going to be over Nineveh this time? 
Check out your options for this fall’s stunning WND Cruise to Alaska, a trip that will feature Mark Biltz on the stage for discussions about his discoveries.
Sorry WND/Biltz, I won’t be signing up for this cruise.
“Now, this Aug 21, 2017, we have a total solar eclipse going over the United States,” he noted. “This is again at the beginning the month of repentance on the first of Elul! Could God be giving us a warning that we need to repent or judgment will be coming to the United States? The timing couldn’t be clearer!”
The timing couldn’t be clearer?  Outrageous!  The Bible is clearer still:

I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.  2 Tim 4:1-6 (NKJV)
But those things which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began.  Acts 3:18-21 (NKJV)
And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy.  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.  Rom 13:11-14 (NKJV) 
WorldNetDaily article continues with more of Mr. Biltz’s conjectures, but I hope the reader has had enough, as I have.
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