
Tribulation in the Bible

Global earthquake, 
meteorite showers

3-1/2 Years 3-1/2 Years

Second set of Plagues, Global/Cosmic Cataclysms
“The Great Tribulation” (Matt. 24:21)

The Fall
Gen. 3

The Rapture
1 Thess. 4:17, 2 Thess. 2

Rev. 4 & 5

Anti-Christ confirms 
the covenant

Dan.9:27a

Anti-Christ… makes desolate (Dan. 9:27b, Matt. 24:15, 2 Thess. 2:4)
•Satan cast out of Heaven (Rev. 12); 

•Anti-Christ possessed by Satan, kills two witnesses (Rev. 11)
•Anti-Christ forces people to take his name and worship him (Rev. 13)

Jesus Returns
Rev. 19

tribulation Tribulation
THE GREAT

TRIBULATIONTribulation

First set of Plagues
Two Witnesses (Rev. 11), 144,000 (Rev. 7 & 14)

7th Seal 
Trumpets 1 thru 6

(Rev. 8-9)

7th Trumpet 
Seven Bowls
(Rev. 15-18)

Seals 2, 3, 4 
(Rev. 6:3-8)

Restrainer removed : Wars, 
famine, death; global gov’t forms; 
rise of global leader/ Anti-Christ

(Dan. 2, 7)

“In this world you will 
have tribulation.”

(John 16:33)

?? Months/Years6,000 Years?

Seal 6
(Rev. 6:12-17)

“The Tribulation Period” - 70th Week of Daniel (Dan. 9)

Martyrdom

Seal 5
(Rev. 6:9-11, 7:9-17)

The witness of God in judgment  Harvest of souls.  (Hab 3:8-9)
See Joseph Seiss, “Lectures on the Book of Revelation”

Seal 1
(Rev. 6:1-2)

John, the Church (24 Elders) in heaven 
worshipping and rejoicing that Jesus is 

worthy to open the scroll

Seal 6  Parallel Passages
Is. 2:8-22; 24:17-23

Joel 2:30-32, Luke 21:25, 26
Rev. 16:17-21No tribulation,

It was “very good.”
(Gen. 1)

Creation
Gen. 1, 2
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God’s Witness to a Fallen World
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Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
the Jews

~2,000 Yrs 3-1/2 Years 3-1/2 Years

The Fall Jesus:
2nd Coming

? Mo/Yrs~2,000 Yrs

Jesus’ 1st Coming
Birth of the ChurchCall of 

Abraham

144,000 Jews
(Rev. 7, 14)

Two Witnesses in 
Jerusalem 

(Rev. 11)

Three Angels
Rev. 14

The Rapture

Church
Gentiles grafted in

Romans 9-11

The Witness of Creation
Romans 1

~2,000 Yrs

Moses

Jesus:
2nd Coming

Wars leading 
to global 

government

“The Tribulation Period”
70th Week of Daniel (Dan. 9)

Jews Grafted Back In
Reminder of blood sacrifice and divine protection.

Ro. 11, Ezek. 38-39, Rev. 11-12, Zech. 12-14

The Witness of the Word of God

The Witness of Jesus on Earth
~ A.D. 27 – 30 (The Gospels)

The Witness of the Apostles
~ A.D. 30 – 90 (The Acts)


