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Malachi 2:6 The law of truth was in his [original priest - Levi/Aaron] mouth, and injustice was not found on 

his lips. He walked with Me in peace and equity, and turned many away from iniquity. 7 "For the lips of a 

priest should keep knowledge, and people should seek the law from his mouth; for he is the messenger of 

the Lord of hosts. 8 But you have departed from the way; you have caused many to stumble at the law. You 

have corrupted the covenant of Levi," Says the Lord of hosts. 9 "Therefore I also have made you 

contemptible and base before all the people, because you have not kept My ways but have shown partiality 

in the law."  

 

Ps 119:9 How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word. 10 With 

my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments! 11 Your word 

I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You. 12 Blessed are You, O Lord! Teach me 

Your statutes. 13 With my lips I have declared all the judgments of Your mouth. 14 I have rejoiced 

in the way of Your testimonies, as much as in all riches. 15 I will meditate on Your precepts, and 

contemplate Your ways. 16 I will delight myself in Your statutes; I will not forget Your word. 

 

Ezra 9:1 When these things were done, the leaders came to me, saying, "The people of Israel and the 

priests and the Levites have not separated themselves from the peoples of the lands, with respect to 

the abominations of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the 

Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. 2 For they have taken some of their daughters as wives 

for themselves and their sons, so that the holy seed is mixed with the peoples of those lands. Indeed, 

the hand of the leaders and rulers has been foremost in this trespass." 3 So when I heard this thing, 

I tore my garment and my robe, and plucked out some of the hair of my head and beard, and sat 

down astonished.  

 

Ezra 9:4 Then everyone who trembled at the words of the God of Israel assembled to me, because of 

the transgression of those who had been carried away captive [and then returned to defile the land 

again], and I sat astonished until the evening sacrifice. Go to verse 13 And after all that has come 

upon us for our evil deeds and for our great guilt, since You our God have punished us less than our 

iniquities deserve, and have given us such deliverance as this, 14 should we again break Your 

commandments, and join in marriage with the people committing these abominations? Would You 

not be angry with us until You had consumed us, so that there would be no remnant or survivor?  

 

Malachi 2:10 Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why do we deal treacherously with 

one another by profaning the covenant of the fathers? 11 Judah has dealt treacherously, and an abomination 

has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem, for Judah has profaned the Lord's holy institution which He 

loves: he has married the daughter of a foreign god. 12 May the Lord cut off from the tents of Jacob the man 

who does this, being awake and aware, yet who brings an offering to the Lord of hosts! 13 And this is the 

second thing you do: you cover the altar of the Lord with tears, with weeping and crying; so He does not 
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regard the offering anymore, nor receive it with goodwill from your hands. 14 Yet you say, "For what 

reason?" Because the Lord has been witness between you and the [Jewish/believing] wife of your youth, 

with whom you have dealt treacherously; yet she is your companion and your wife by covenant.  

 

Neh 8:1 Now all the people gathered together as one man in the open square that was in front of the 

Water Gate; and they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had 

commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly of men and women and 

all who could hear with understanding on the first day of the seventh month. 3 Then he read from it 

in the open square that was in front of the Water Gate from morning until midday, before the men 

and women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the 

Book of the Law. 4 So Ezra the scribe stood on a platform of wood which they had made for the 

purpose; go to verse 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing 

above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6 And Ezra blessed the Lord, 

the great God. Then all the people answered, "Amen, Amen!" while lifting up their hands. And they 

bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, 

Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah 

[other high priests], and the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law; and the people stood 

in their place. 8 So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they gave the sense, 

and helped them to understand the reading. 9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, Ezra the priest 

and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the Lord 

your God; do not mourn nor weep." For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the Law. 

10 Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions to those for 

whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy of the Lord is 

your strength." 11 So the Levites quieted all the people, saying, "Be still, for the day is holy; do not 

be grieved." 12 And all the people went their way to eat and drink, to send portions and rejoice 

greatly, because they understood the words that were declared to them.  

 

Neh 13:23 In those days I also saw Jews who had married women of Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab. 

24 And half of their children spoke the language of Ashdod, and could not speak the language of 

Judah, but spoke according to the language of one or the other people. 25 So I contended with them 

and cursed them, struck some of them and pulled out their hair, and made them swear by God, 

saying, "You shall not give your daughters as wives to their sons, nor take their daughters for your 

sons or yourselves. 26 Did not Solomon king of Israel sin by these things? Yet among many nations 

there was no king like him, who was beloved of his God; and God made him king over all Israel. 

Nevertheless pagan women caused even him to sin. 27 Should we then hear of your doing all this 

great evil, transgressing against our God by marrying pagan women?" 28 And one of the sons of 

Joiada, the son of Eliashib the high priest, was a son-in-law of Sanballat the Horonite; therefore I 

drove him from me. 29 Remember them, O my God, because they have defiled the priesthood and 

the covenant of the priesthood and the Levites. 30 Thus I cleansed them of everything pagan. I also 

assigned duties to the priests and the Levites, each to his service, 31 and to bringing the wood 

offering and the firstfruits at appointed times. Remember me, O my God, for good!  

 

Malachi 2:14 Yet you say, "For what reason?" Because the Lord has been witness between you and the wife 

of your youth, with whom you have dealt treacherously; yet she is your companion and your wife by 

covenant. 15 But did He not make them one, having a remnant of the Spirit? And why one? He seeks godly 

offspring. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously with the wife of his youth.  

 

1 Cor 7:10 Now to the married I command, yet not I but the Lord: A wife is not to depart from her 

husband. 11 But even if she does depart, let her remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband. 

And a husband is not to divorce his wife. 12 But to the rest I, not the Lord, say: If any brother has a 
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wife who does not believe, and she is willing to live with him, let him not divorce her. 13 And a 

woman who has a husband who does not believe, if he is willing to live with her, let her not divorce 

him. 14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified 

by the husband; otherwise your children would be unclean, but now they are holy. 15 But if the 

unbeliever departs, let him depart; a brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases. But God 

has called us to peace. 16 For how do you know, O wife, whether you will save your husband? Or 

how do you know, O husband, whether you will save your wife?  

 

Malachi 2:16 "For the Lord God of Israel says that He hates divorce, for it covers one's garment with 

violence," says the Lord of hosts. "Therefore take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously."  

17 You have wearied the Lord with your words; yet you say, "In what way have we wearied Him?" In that 

you say, "Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and He delights in them," or, "Where is 

the God of justice?"  


