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Deuteronomy 4:1-4 
1
 "Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I teach you to observe, that you 

may live, and go in and possess the land which the Lord God of your fathers is giving you. 
2
 You 

shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the 

commandments of the Lord your God which I command you. 
3
 Your eyes have seen what the 

Lord did at Baal Peor; for the Lord your God has destroyed from among you all the men who 

followed Baal of Peor. 
4
 But you who held fast to the Lord your God are alive today, every one 

of you. 

 

Numbers 22:1-6 
1
 Then the children of Israel moved, and camped in the plains of Moab on the side of the Jordan 

across from Jericho. 
2
 Now Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the 

Amorites. 
3
 And Moab was exceedingly afraid of the people because they were many, and Moab 

was sick with dread because of the children of Israel. 
4
 So Moab said to the elders of Midian, 

"Now this company will lick up everything around us, as an ox licks up the grass of the field." 

And Balak the son of Zippor was king of the Moabites at that time. 
5
 Then he sent messengers to 

Balaam the son of Beor at Pethor, which is near the River in the land of the sons of his people, to 

call him, saying: "Look, a people has come from Egypt. See, they cover the face of the earth, and 

are settling next to me! 
6
 Therefore please come at once, curse this people for me, for they are 

too mighty for me.  

 

Numbers 22:41-23:12 
41

 So it was the next day, that Balak took Balaam and brought him up to the high places of Baal, 

that from there he might observe the extent of the people. 
1
 Then Balaam said to Balak, "Build 

seven altars for me here, and prepare for me here seven bulls and seven rams." 
2
 And Balak did 

just as Balaam had spoken, and Balak and Balaam offered a bull and a ram on each altar. 
3
 Then 

Balaam said to Balak, "Stand by your burnt offering, and I will go; perhaps the Lord will come 

to meet me, and whatever He shows me I will tell you." So he went to a desolate height. 
4
 And 

God met Balaam, and he said to Him, "I have prepared the seven altars, and I have offered on 

each altar a bull and a ram. 
5
 Then the Lord put a word in Balaam's mouth, and said, "Return to 

Balak, and thus you shall speak." 
6
 So he returned to him, and there he was, standing by his burnt 

offering, he and all the princes of Moab. 
7
 And he took up his oracle and said: "Balak the king of 

Moab has brought me from Aram, From the mountains of the east. 'Come, curse Jacob for me, 

And come, denounce Israel!' 
8
 "How shall I curse whom God has not cursed? And how shall I 

denounce whom the Lord has not denounced? 
9
 For from the top of the rocks I see him, And 

from the hills I behold him; There! A people dwelling alone, Not reckoning itself among the 

nations. 
10

 "Who can count the dust of Jacob, Or number one-fourth of Israel? Let me die the 



death of the righteous, And let my end be like his!" 
11

 Then Balak said to Balaam, "What have 

you done to me? I took you to curse my enemies, and look, you have blessed them 

bountifully!" 
12

 So he answered and said, "Must I not take heed to speak what the Lord has put in 

my mouth?" 

 

Numbers 23:28 
28

 So Balak took Balaam to the top of Peor, that overlooks the wasteland. 

 

Numbers 25:1-11 
1
 Now Israel remained in Acacia Grove, and the people began to commit harlotry with the 

women of Moab. 
2
 They invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and 

bowed down to their gods. 
3
 So Israel was joined to Baal of Peor, and the anger of the Lord was 

aroused against Israel. 
4
 Then the Lord said to Moses, "Take all the leaders of the people and 

hang the offenders before the Lord, out in the sun, that the fierce anger of the Lord may turn 

away from Israel." 
5
 So Moses said to the judges of Israel, "Every one of you kill his men who 

were joined to Baal of Peor." 
6
 And indeed, one of the children of Israel came and presented to his brethren a Midianite woman 

in the sight of Moses and in the sight of all the congregation of the children of Israel, who were 

weeping at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 
7
 Now when Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the 

son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose from among the congregation and took a javelin in his 

hand; 
8
 and he went after the man of Israel into the tent and thrust both of them through, the man 

of Israel, and the woman through her body. So the plague was stopped among the children of 

Israel. 
9
 And those who died in the plague were twenty-four thousand. 

10
 Then the Lord spoke to 

Moses, saying: 
11

 "Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned back My 

wrath from the children of Israel, because he was zealous with My zeal among them, so that I did 

not consume the children of Israel in My zeal.  

 

Numbers 31:16 
16

 Look, these women caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to trespass 

against the Lord in the incident of Peor, and there was a plague among the congregation of the 

Lord. 

 

Deuteronomy 4:5-40 

 
5
 Surely I have taught you statutes and judgments, just as the Lord my God commanded me, that 

you should act according to them in the land which you go to possess. 
6
 Therefore be careful to 

observe them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who 

will hear all these statutes, and say, 'Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding 

people.' 
7
 For what great nation is there that has God so near to it, as the Lord our God is to us, 

for whatever reason we may call upon Him? 
8
 And what great nation is there that has such 

statutes and righteous judgments as are in all this law which I set before you this day? 
9
 "Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep yourself, lest you forget the things your eyes 

have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. And teach them to your 

children and your grandchildren, 
10

 especially concerning the day you stood before the Lord your 

God in Horeb, when the Lord said to me, 'Gather the people to Me, and I will let them hear My 

words, that they may learn to fear Me all the days they live on the earth, and that they may teach 

their children.' 
11

 Then you came near and stood at the foot of the mountain, and the mountain 



burned with fire to the midst of heaven, with darkness, cloud, and thick darkness. 
12

 And the 

Lord spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard the sound of the words, but saw no 

form; you only heard a voice. 
13

 So He declared to you His covenant which He commanded you 

to perform, the Ten Commandments; and He wrote them on two tablets of stone. 
14

 And the Lord 

commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and judgments, that you might observe them in 

the land which you cross over to possess.
15

 "Take careful heed to yourselves, for you saw no 

form when the Lord spoke to you at Horeb out of the midst of the fire, 
16

 lest you act corruptly 

and make for yourselves a carved image in the form of any figure: the likeness of male or 

female, 
17

 the likeness of any animal that is on the earth or the likeness of any winged bird that 

flies in the air, 
18

 the likeness of anything that creeps on the ground or the likeness of any fish 

that is in the water beneath the earth. 
19

 And take heed, lest you lift your eyes to heaven, and 

when you see the sun, the moon, and the stars, all the host of heaven, you feel driven to worship 

them and serve them, which the Lord your God has given to all the peoples under the whole 

heaven as a heritage. 
20

 But the Lord has taken you and brought you out of the iron furnace, out 

of Egypt, to be His people, an inheritance, as you are this day. 
21

 Furthermore the Lord was angry 

with me for your sakes, and swore that I would not cross over the Jordan, and that I would not 

enter the good land which the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance. 
22

 But I must die in 

this land, I must not cross over the Jordan; but you shall cross over and possess that good 

land. 
23

 Take heed to yourselves, lest you forget the covenant of the Lord your God which He 

made with you, and make for yourselves a carved image in the form of anything which the Lord 

your God has forbidden you. 
24

 For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous 

God. 
25

 "When you beget children and grandchildren and have grown old in the land, and act 

corruptly and make a carved image in the form of anything, and do evil in the sight of the Lord 

your God to provoke Him to anger, 
26

 I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that 

you will soon utterly perish from the land which you cross over the Jordan to possess; you will 

not prolong your days in it, but will be utterly destroyed. 
27

 And the Lord will scatter you among 

the peoples, and you will be left few in number among the nations where the Lord will drive 

you. 
28

 And there you will serve gods, the work of men's hands, wood and stone, which neither 

see nor hear nor eat nor smell. 
29

 But from there you will seek the Lord your God, and you will 

find Him if you seek Him with all your heart and with all your soul. 
30

 When you are in distress, 

and all these things come upon you in the latter days, when you turn to the Lord your God and 

obey His voice 
31

 (for the Lord your God is a merciful God), He will not forsake you nor destroy 

you, nor forget the covenant of your fathers which He swore to them. 
32

 "For ask now concerning 

the days that are past, which were before you, since the day that God created man on the earth, 

and ask from one end of heaven to the other, whether any great thing like this has happened, or 

anything like it has been heard. 
33

 Did any people ever hear the voice of God speaking out of the 

midst of the fire, as you have heard, and live? 
34

 Or did God ever try to go and take for Himself a 

nation from the midst of another nation, by trials, by signs, by wonders, by war, by a mighty 

hand and an outstretched arm, and by great terrors, according to all that the Lord your God did 

for you in Egypt before your eyes? 
35

 To you it was shown, that you might know that the Lord 

Himself is God; there is none other besides Him. 
36

 Out of heaven He let you hear His voice, that 

He might instruct you; on earth He showed you His great fire, and you heard His words out of 

the midst of the fire. 
37

 And because He loved your fathers, therefore He chose their descendants 

after them; and He brought you out of Egypt with His Presence, with His mighty 

power, 
38

 driving out from before you nations greater and mightier than you, to bring you in, to 

give you their land as an inheritance, as it is this day. 
39

 Therefore know this day, and consider it 



in your heart, that the Lord Himself is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no 

other. 
40

 You shall therefore keep His statutes and His commandments which I command you 

today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you, and that you may prolong 

your days in the land which the Lord your God is giving you for all time." 


