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Deut 14:1 "You are the children of the Lord your God; you shall not cut yourselves nor shave the front of 

your head for the dead. 2 For you are a holy people to the Lord your God, and the Lord has chosen you to be 

a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.  

 

1 Kings 18:20 So Ahab sent for all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together on 

Mount Carmel. 21 And Elijah came to all the people, and said, "How long will you falter between 

two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him." But the people answered him 

not a word. 22 Then Elijah said to the people, "I alone am left a prophet of the Lord; but Baal's 

prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 23 Therefore let them give us two bulls; and let them 

choose one bull for themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it; and I 

will prepare the other bull, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it. 24 Then you call on the 

name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the Lord; and the God who answers by fire, He is 

God." So all the people answered and said, "It is well spoken." 25 Now Elijah said to the prophets of 

Baal, "Choose one bull for yourselves and prepare it first, for you are many; and call on the name of 

your god, but put no fire under it." 26 So they took the bull which was given them, and they prepared 

it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even till noon, saying, "O Baal, hear us!" But there 

was no voice; no one answered. Then they leaped about the altar which they had made. 27 And so it 

was, at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, "Cry aloud, for he is a god; either he is meditating, 

or he is busy, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is sleeping and must be awakened." 28 So they 

cried aloud, and cut themselves, as was their custom, with knives and lances, until the blood gushed 

out on them.  

 

Shiite Muslim men cut their heads with SWORDS as 

they take part in bloodletting mourning rituals to mark 

the holy day of Ashura 
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9907729/Shiite-Muslim-men-cut-heads- 

 

SWORDS-rituals-mark-

holy-day-Ashura.html 

For the Shiite 
Muslims, Ashura is 

also a major religious 
event where 

followers of the 
faith commemorate 
the martyrdom of 
Husayn Ibn Ali al-

Hussein, the 
grandson of the 

Prophet Muhammad, 
who died at the Battle of Karbala in 680 AD. 
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1 Kings 18:29 And when midday was past, they prophesied until the time of the offering of the 

evening sacrifice. But there was no voice; no one answered, no one paid attention. 30 Then Elijah 

said to all the people, "Come near to me." So all the people came near to him. And he repaired the 

altar of the Lord that was broken down. 31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number 

of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord had come, saying, "Israel shall be 

your name." 32 Then with the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord; and he made a trench 

around the altar large enough to hold two seahs of seed. 33 And he put the wood in order, cut the bull 

in pieces, and laid it on the wood, and said, "Fill four waterpots with water, and pour it on the burnt 

sacrifice and on the wood." 34 Then he said, "Do it a second time," and they did it a second time; and 

he said, "Do it a third time," and they did it a third time. 35 So the water ran all around the altar; and 

he also filled the trench with water. 36 And it came to pass, at the time of the offering of the evening 

sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near and said, "Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it 

be known this day that You are God in Israel and I am Your servant, and that I have done all these 

things at Your word. 37 Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that You are the Lord 

God, and that You have turned their hearts back to You again." 38 Then the fire of the Lord fell and 

consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood and the stones and the dust, and it licked up the water 

that was in the trench. 39 Now when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, "The 

Lord, He is God! The Lord, He is God!"  (Also see Jeremiah 16:4-11 and Jeremiah 41) 

 

Deut 14:3 "You shall not eat any detestable thing. 4 These are the animals which you may eat: the ox, the 

sheep, the goat, 5 the deer, the gazelle, the roe deer, the wild goat, the mountain goat, the antelope, and the 

mountain sheep. 6 And you may eat every animal with cloven hooves, having the hoof split into two parts, 

and that chews the cud, among the animals. 7 Nevertheless, of those that chew the cud or have cloven 

hooves, you shall not eat, such as these: the camel, the hare, and the rock hyrax; for they chew the cud but do 

not have cloven hooves; they are unclean for you. 8 Also the swine is unclean for you, because it has cloven 

hooves, yet does not chew the cud; you shall not eat their flesh or touch their dead carcasses. 9 "These you 

may eat of all that are in the waters: you may eat all that have fins and scales. 10 And whatever does not 

have fins and scales you shall not eat; it is unclean for you. 11 "All clean birds you may eat. 12 But these 

you shall not eat: the eagle, the vulture, the buzzard, 13 the red kite, the falcon, and the kite after their kinds;  

14 every raven after its kind; 15 the ostrich, the short-eared owl, the sea gull, and the hawk after their kinds;  

16 the little owl, the screech owl, the white owl, 17 the jackdaw, the carrion vulture, the fisher owl,  

18 the stork, the heron after its kind, and the hoopoe and the bat. 19 "Also every creeping thing that flies is 

unclean for you; they shall not be eaten. 20 "You may eat all clean birds.  

 

Deut 14:21 "You shall not eat anything that dies of itself; you may give it to the alien who is within your 

gates, that he may eat it, or you may sell it to a foreigner; for you are a holy people to the Lord your God. 

"You shall not boil a young goat in its mother's milk.  

 

Lev 17:15 "And every person who eats what died naturally or what was torn by beasts, whether he is 

a native of your own country or a stranger, he shall both wash his clothes and bathe in water, and be 

unclean until evening. Then he shall be clean. 16 But if he does not wash them or bathe his body, 

then he shall bear his guilt."  

 

Deut 14:22 "You shall truly tithe all the increase of your grain that the field produces year by year. 23 And 

you shall eat before the Lord your God, in the place where He chooses to make His name abide, the tithe of 

your grain and your new wine and your oil, of the firstborn of your herds and your flocks, that you may learn 

to fear the Lord your God always. 24 But if the journey is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry 

the tithe, or if the place where the Lord your God chooses to put His name is too far from you, when the 

Lord your God has blessed you, 25 then you shall exchange it for money, take the money in your hand, and 

go to the place which the Lord your God chooses. 26 And you shall spend that money for whatever your 
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heart desires: for oxen or sheep, for wine or similar drink, for whatever your heart desires; you shall eat there 

before the Lord your God, and you shall rejoice, you and your household. 27 You shall not forsake the 

Levite who is within your gates, for he has no part nor inheritance with you. 28 "At the end of every third 

year you shall bring out the tithe of your produce of that year and store it up within your gates. 29 And the 

Levite, because he has no portion nor inheritance with you, and the stranger and the fatherless and the 

widow who are within your gates, may come and eat and be satisfied, that the Lord your God may bless you 

in all the work of your hand which you do.  


