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Deuteronomy 17:8-15 ¢ "If a matter arises which is too hard for you to judge, between
degrees of guilt for bloodshed, between one judgment or another, or between one
punishment or another, matters of controversy within your gates, then you shall arise and go
up to the place which the Lord your God chooses. ¢ And you shall come to the priests, the
Levites, and to the judge there in those days, and inquire of them; they shall pronounce
upon you the sentence of judgment. © You shall do according to the sentence which they
pronounce upon you in that place which the Lord chooses. And you shall be careful to do
according to all that they order you. ' According to the sentence of the law in which they
instruct you, according to the judgment which they tell you, you shall do; you shall not turn
aside to the right hand or to the left from the sentence which they pronounce upon

you. 2 Now the man who acts presumptuously and will not heed the priest who stands to
minister there before the Lord your God, or the judge, that man shall die. So you shall put
away the evil from Israel. = And all the people shall hear and fear, and no longer act
presumptuously. * "When you come to the land which the Lord your God is giving you, and
possess it and dwell in it, and say, 'l will set a king over me like all the nations that are
around me," ' you shall surely set a king over you whom the Lord your God chooses; one
from among your brethren you shall set as king over you; you may not set a foreigner over
you, who is not your brother.

1 Samuel 8:4-22  Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at
Ramah, ® and said to him, "Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now
make us a king to judge us like all the nations." ¢ But the thing displeased Samuel when they
said, "Give us a king to judge us." So Samuel prayed to the Lord. 7 And the Lord said to
Samuel, "Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected
you, but they have rejected Me, that | should not reign over them. ¢ According to all the
works which they have done since the day that | brought them up out of Egypt, even to this
day--with which they have forsaken Me and served other gods--so they are doing to you
also. ¢ Now therefore, heed their voice. However, you shall solemnly forewarn them, and
show them the behavior of the king who will reign over them." © So Samuel told all the
words of the Lord to the people who asked him for a king. ' And he said, "This will be the
behavior of the king who will reign over you: He will take your sons and appoint them for his
own chariots and to be his horsemen, and some will run before his chariots. 2 He will
appoint captains over his thousands and captains over his fifties, will set some to plow his
ground and reap his harvest, and some to make his weapons of war and equipment for his
chariots. = He will take your daughters to be perfumers, cooks, and bakers. * And he will
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take the best of your fields, your vineyards, and your olive groves, and give them to his
servants. > He will take a tenth of your grain and your vintage, and give it to his officers and
servants. ® And he will take your male servants, your female servants, your finest young
men, and your donkeys, and put them to his work. " He will take a tenth of your sheep. And
you will be his servants. = And you will cry out in that day because of your king whom you
have chosen for yourselves, and the Lord will not hear you in that day." * Nevertheless the
people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they said, "No, but we will have a king over
us, 2 that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out
before us and fight our battles." 2 And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he
repeated them in the hearing of the Lord. 2 So the Lord said to Samuel, "Heed their voice,
and make them a king." And Samuel said to the men of Israel, "Every man go to his city
Deuteronomy 17:16-17 '« But he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor cause the people
to return to Egypt to multiply horses, for the Lord has said to you, 'You shall not return that
way again.' 7 Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall
he greatly multiply silver and gold for himself.

1 Kings 10:14-25 *“ The weight of gold that came to Solomon yearly was six hundred and
sixty-six talents of gold, = besides that from the traveling merchants, from the income of
traders, from all the kings of Arabia, and from the governors of the country. © And King
Solomon made two hundred large shields of hammered gold; six hundred shekels of gold
went into each shield. 7 He also made three hundred shields of hammered gold; three
minas of gold went into each shield. The king put them in the House of the Forest of
Lebanon. © Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with pure

gold. * The throne had six steps, and the top of the throne was round at the back; there
were armrests on either side of the place of the seat, and two lions stood beside the
armrests. 2 Twelve lions stood there, one on each side of the six steps; nothing like this had
been made for any other kingdom. 2! All King Solomon's drinking vessels were gold, and all
the vessels of the House of the Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. Not one was silver, for
this was accounted as nothing in the days of Solomon. 22 For the king had merchant ships at
sea with the fleet of Hiram. Once every three years the merchant ships came bringing gold,
silver, ivory, apes, and monkeys. 2 So King Solomon surpassed all the kings of the earth in
riches and wisdom. 2 Now all the earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom,
which God had put in his heart. 22 Each man brought his present: articles of silver and gold,
garments, armor, spices, horses, and mules, at a set rate year by year.

1 Kings 11:1-6 ' But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as the daughter of
Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites-- 2 from the
nations of whom the Lord had said to the children of Israel, "You shall not intermarry with
them, nor they with you. Surely they will turn away your hearts after their gods." Solomon
clung to these in love. ¢ And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred
concubines; and his wives turned away his heart. « For it was so, when Solomon was old,
that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the Lord his
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God, as was the heart of his father David.  For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess
of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. ¢ Solomon did evil in
the sight of the Lord, and did not fully follow the Lord, as did his father David.

Deuteronomy 17:18-20 ¢ "Also it shall be, when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, that
he shall write for himself a copy of this law in a book, from the one before the priests, the
Levites. © And it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may
learn to fear the Lord his God and be careful to observe all the words of this law and these
statutes, 2 that his heart may not be lifted above his brethren, that he may not turn aside
from the commandment to the right hand or to the left, and that he may prolong his days in
his kingdom, he and his children in the midst of Israel.

2 Kings 22:8-20 ¢ Then Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the scribe, "I have found the
Book of the Law in the house of the Lord." And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he
read it. ¢ So Shaphan the scribe went to the king, bringing the king word, saying, "Your
servants have gathered the money that was found in the house, and have delivered it into
the hand of those who do the work, who oversee the house of the Lord." 12 Then Shaphan
the scribe showed the king, saying, "Hilkiah the priest has given me a book." And Shaphan
read it before the king.  Now it happened, when the king heard the words of the Book of
the Law, that he tore his clothes. 2 Then the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam the
son of Shaphan, Achbor the son of Michaiah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of
the king, saying, 2 "Go, inquire of the Lord for me, for the people and for all Judah,
concerning the words of this book that has been found; for great is the wrath of the Lord that
is aroused against us, because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book, to do
according to all that is written concerning us." # So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor,
Shaphan, and Asaiah went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah,
the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe. (She dwelt in Jerusalem in the Second Quarter.)
And they spoke with her. 15 Then she said to them, "Thus says the Lord God of Israel, 'Tell
the man who sent you to Me,  "Thus says the Lord: '‘Behold, | will bring calamity on this
place and on its inhabitants--all the words of the book which the king of Judah has read--

1z hbecause they have forsaken Me and burned incense to other gods, that they might
provoke Me to anger with all the works of their hands. Therefore My wrath shall be aroused
against this place and shall not be quenched.'" ' ¢ But as for the king of Judah, who sent
you to inquire of the Lord, in this manner you shall speak to him, "'Thus says the Lord God of
Israel: "Concerning the words which you have heard-- : because your heart was tender, and
you humbled yourself before the Lord when you heard what | spoke against this place and
against its inhabitants, that they would become a desolation and a curse, and you tore your
clothes and wept before Me, | also have heard you," says the Lord. 2 Surely, therefore, | will
gather you to your fathers, and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace; and your eyes
shall not see all the calamity which | will bring on this place." ' " So they brought back word
to the king.
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