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Genesis 9:6-6 6 "Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed; 
For in the image of God He made man. 7 And as for you, be fruitful and multiply; 
Bring forth abundantly in the earth And multiply in it." 
Numbers 35:9-15 9 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 10 "Speak to the 
children of Israel, and say to them: 'When you cross the Jordan into the land of 
Canaan, 11 then you shall appoint cities to be cities of refuge for you, that the 
manslayer who kills any person accidentally may flee there. 12 They shall be 
cities of refuge for you from the avenger, that the manslayer may not die until he 
stands before the congregation in judgment. 13 And of the cities which you give, 
you shall have six cities of refuge. 14 You shall appoint three cities on this side of 
the Jordan, and three cities you shall appoint in the land of Canaan, which will 
be cities of refuge. 15 These six cities shall be for refuge for the children of Israel, 
for the stranger, and for the sojourner among them, that anyone who kills a 
person accidentally may flee there.  
Deuteronomy 4:41-43 41 Then Moses set apart three cities on this side of the 
Jordan, toward the rising of the sun, 42 that the manslayer might flee there, who 
kills his neighbor unintentionally, without having hated him in time past, and that 
by fleeing to one of these cities he might live: 43 Bezer in the wilderness on the 
plateau for the Reubenites, Ramoth in Gilead for the Gadites, and Golan in 
Bashan for the Manassites. 
Deuteronomy 19:1-7 1 "When the Lord your God has cut off the nations whose 
land the Lord your God is giving you, and you dispossess them and dwell in their 
cities and in their houses, 2 you shall separate three cities for yourself in the 
midst of your land which the Lord your God is giving you to possess. 3 You shall 
prepare roads for yourself, and divide into three parts the territory of your land 
which the Lord your God is giving you to inherit, that any manslayer may flee 
there. 4 "And this is the case of the manslayer who flees there, that he may live: 
Whoever kills his neighbor unintentionally, not having hated him in time past-
- 5 as when a man goes to the woods with his neighbor to cut timber, and his 
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hand swings a stroke with the ax to cut down the tree, and the head slips from 
the handle and strikes his neighbor so that he dies--he shall flee to one of these 
cities and live; 6 lest the avenger of blood, while his anger is hot, pursue the 
manslayer and overtake him, because the way is long, and kill him, though he 
was not deserving of death, since he had not hated the victim in time 
past. 7 Therefore I command you, saying, 'You shall separate three cities for 
yourself.' 
2 Samuel 2:18-24 18 Now the three sons of Zeruiah were there: Joab and 
Abishai and Asahel. And Asahel was as fleet of foot as a wild gazelle. 19 So 
Asahel pursued Abner, and in going he did not turn to the right hand or to the left 
from following Abner. 20 Then Abner looked behind him and said, "Are you 
Asahel?" He answered, "I am." 21 And Abner said to him, "Turn aside to your 
right hand or to your left, and lay hold on one of the young men and take his 
armor for yourself." But Asahel would not turn aside from following him. 22 So 
Abner said again to Asahel, "Turn aside from following me. Why should I strike 
you to the ground? How then could I face your brother Joab?" 23 However, he 
refused to turn aside. Therefore Abner struck him in the stomach with the blunt 
end of the spear, so that the spear came out of his back; and he fell down there 
and died on the spot. So it was that as many as came to the place where Asahel 
fell down and died, stood still. 24 Joab and Abishai also pursued Abner. And the 
sun was going down when they came to the hill of Ammah, which is before Giah 
by the road to the Wilderness of Gibeon. 
2 Samuel 3:24-27 24 Then Joab came to the king and said, "What have you 
done? Look, Abner came to you; why is it that you sent him away, and he has 
already gone? 25 Surely you realize that Abner the son of Ner came to deceive 
you, to know your going out and your coming in, and to know all that you are 
doing." 26 And when Joab had gone from David's presence, he sent messengers 
after Abner, who brought him back from the well of Sirah. But David did not 
know it. 27 Now when Abner had returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside in the 
gate to speak with him privately, and there stabbed him in the stomach, so that 
he died for the blood of Asahel his brother. 
Deuteronomy 19:8-13 8 Now if the Lord your God enlarges your territory, as He 
swore to your fathers, and gives you the land which He promised to give to your 
fathers, 9 and if you keep all these commandments and do them, which I 
command you today, to love the Lord your God and to walk always in His ways, 
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then you shall add three more cities for yourself besides these three, 10 lest 
innocent blood be shed in the midst of your land which the Lord your God is 
giving you as an inheritance, and thus guilt of bloodshed be upon you. 11 "But if 
anyone hates his neighbor, lies in wait for him, rises against him and strikes him 
mortally, so that he dies, and he flees to one of these cities, 12 then the elders of 
his city shall send and bring him from there, and deliver him over to the hand of 
the avenger of blood, that he may die. 13 Your eye shall not pity him, but you 
shall put away the guilt of innocent blood from Israel, that it may go well with 
you. 
Joshua 20 1 The Lord also spoke to Joshua, saying, 2 "Speak to the children of 
Israel, saying: 'Appoint for yourselves cities of refuge, of which I spoke to you 
through Moses, 3 that the slayer who kills a person accidentally or unintentionally 
may flee there; and they shall be your refuge from the avenger of blood. 4 And 
when he flees to one of those cities, and stands at the entrance of the gate of 
the city, and declares his case in the hearing of the elders of that city, they shall 
take him into the city as one of them, and give him a place, that he may dwell 
among them. 5 Then if the avenger of blood pursues him, they shall not deliver 
the slayer into his hand, because he struck his neighbor unintentionally, but did 
not hate him beforehand. 6 And he shall dwell in that city until he stands before 
the congregation for judgment, and until the death of the one who is high priest 
in those days. Then the slayer may return and come to his own city and his own 
house, to the city from which he fled.' " 7 So they appointed Kedesh in Galilee, in 
the mountains of Naphtali, Shechem in the mountains of Ephraim, and Kirjath 
Arba (which is Hebron) in the mountains of Judah. 8 And on the other side of the 
Jordan, by Jericho eastward, they assigned Bezer in the wilderness on the plain, 
from the tribe of Reuben, Ramoth in Gilead, from the tribe of Gad, and Golan in 
Bashan, from the tribe of Manasseh. 9 These were the cities appointed for all the 
children of Israel and for the stranger who dwelt among them, that whoever 
killed a person accidentally might flee there, and not die by the hand of the 
avenger of blood until he stood before the congregation. 
 
 

https://www.christianity.com/bible/nkjv/deuteronomy/19-10
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nkjv/deuteronomy/19-11
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nkjv/deuteronomy/19-12
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nkjv/deuteronomy/19-13
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nkjv/joshua/20-1
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nkjv/joshua/20-2
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nkjv/joshua/20-3
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nkjv/joshua/20-4
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nkjv/joshua/20-5
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nkjv/joshua/20-6
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nkjv/joshua/20-7
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nkjv/joshua/20-8
https://www.christianity.com/bible/nkjv/joshua/20-9

