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Pauline authorship of the Pastoral Epistles requires Paul’s release from his Roman imprisonment (Acts
28), the continuation of his missionary endeavors, and his imprisonment for a second time in Rome.
Unfortunately, the order of events can only be reconstructed from hints because there is no concurrent
history paralleling Acts to chronicle the last years of the apostle. The following reconstruction, therefore,
is only tentative:

As he anticipated in Philippians (1:19, 25, 26; 2:24), Paul was released from his first Roman
imprisonment. It is possible that his Jewish accusers decided not to appear at his trial before Caesar. In
fulfillment of his promise to the Philippians (Phil. 2:19-23), he sends Timothy to Philippi to relate the
good news. Paul himself went to Ephesus (in spite of his earlier expectations in Acts 20:38) and to other
Asian churches like Colosse (see Philem. 22).

When Timothy rejoined him in Ephesus, Paul instructed his assistant to “remain in Ephesus” (1:3) while
he journeyed to Macedonia. When he saw that he might be delayed in Macedonia; Paul wrote First
Timothy, perhaps from Philippi (3:14,15). After he saw Timothy in Ephesus, the apostle journeyed on
to the island of Crete where, after a period of ministry, he left Titus to continue the work (Titus
1:5).

In Corinth, Paul decided to write a letter to Titus because Zenas and Apollos were making a
journey that would take them by way of Crete (Titus 3:13). He instructed Titus to join him in
Nicopolis after the arrival of his replacement in Crete, Artemas of Tychicus (Titus 3:13). He instructed
Titus to join him in Nicopolis after the arrival of his replacement in Crete, Artemas or Tychicus (Titus
3:12).

If he went to Spain as he had planned (Rom. 15:24, 28), Paul probably departed with Titus for that
western province after his winter in Nicopolis. Early church tradition holds that Paul did go to Spain.
Before the end of the first century, Clement of Rome said that Paul “reached the limits of the West”
(Clement 5:7). Since he was writing from Rome, he evidently had Spain in mind.

Paul may have been in Spain from A.D. 64 to 66. He returned to Greece and Asia - to Corinth, Miletus,
and Troas (2Tim. 4:13, 20), -and may have been arrested in Troas where he left his valuable books and
parchments (2Tim. 4:13, 15).

Now that Christianity had become an illegal religion in the Empire (the burning of Rome took place in
A.D. 64), Paul’s enemies were able to successfully accuse him. He was imprisoned in A.D. 67 and wrote
Second Timothy from his Roman cell after his first defense before the Imperial Court (2Tim. 1:8, 17:2:9;
4:16,17).

He was delivered from condemnation, but he held no hope of release and expected to be executed (2Tim.
4:6-8, 18). He urged Timothy to come before that happened (2Tim. 4:9, 21); and, according to tradition,
the apostle was beheaded west of Rome on the Ostian Way.

Paul wrote First Timothy from Macedonia in A.D. 62 or 63 while Timothy was serving as his
representative in Ephesus and perhaps in other churches in the province of Asia. Timothy was to appoint
elders, combat false doctrine, and supervise church life as an apostolic representative.
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For a tentative reconstruction of the events following Paul’s first Roman imprisonment, see ‘“The Time of
First Timothy.” The Mediterranean island of Crete is 156 miles long and up to 30 miles wide, and its
first-century inhabitants were notorious for untruthfulness and immorality (1:12, 13). “To act the Cretan”
became an idiom meaning “to play the liar.”

A number of Jews from Crete were present in Jerusalem at the time of Peter’s sermon on the day of
Pentecost (Acts 2:11), and some of them may have believed in Christ and introduced the gospel to their
countrymen. Certainly Paul would not have had opportunity to do evangelistic work during his brief
sojourn in Crete while he was en route to Rome (Acts 27:7-13).

The apostle spread the gospel in the cities of Crete after his release from Roman imprisonment and left
Titus there to finish organizing the churches (1:5). Because of the problem of immorality among the
Cretans, it was important for Titus to stress the need for righteousness in Christian living.

False teachers, especially “those of the circumcision” (1:10), were also misleading and divisive. Paul
wrote this letter about AD 63, perhaps from Corinth, taking advantage of the journey of Zenas and
Apollos (3:13), whose destination would take them by way of Crete. Paul was planning to spend the
winter in Nicopolis (western Greece), and he urged Titus in this letter to join him there upon his
replacement by Artemas and Tychicus (3:112).

Paul may have been planning to leave Nicopolis fro Spain in the spring, and he wanted his useful
companion Titus to accompany him.

Tychicus —
Was with Paul on his trip back to Jerusalem at the end of his third missionary Journey:

Acts 20:1 After the uproar had ceased, Paul called the disciples to himself, embraced them,
and departed to go to Macedonia. 2 Now when he had gone over that region and
encouraged them with many words, he came to Greece 3 and stayed three months. And
when the Jews plotted against him as he was about to sail to Syria, he decided to return
through Macedonia. 4 And Sopater of Berea accompanied him to Asia — also Aristarchus
and Secundus of the Thessalonians, and Gaius of Derbe, and Timothy, and Tychicus and
Trophimus of Asia. 5 These men, going ahead, waited for us at Troas.

Was used by Paul to deliver Paul’s prison epistles to the Ephesian and Colossian churches:

Eph 6:21 But that you also may know my affairs and how I am doing, Tychicus, a beloved
brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make all things known to you; 22 whom I
have sent to you for this very purpose, that you may know our affairs, and that he may
comfort your hearts. Also Colossians 4:7

Was sent by Paul back to Ephesus just before Paul is killed, which would have helped free
Timothy to come to Paul in Rome as requested:

2 Tim 4:11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me
for ministry. 12 And Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. 13 Bring the cloak that I left with
Carpus at Troas when you come — and the books, especially the parchments.
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