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Was the reestablishment of Israel as a nation in 1948 a fluke of history or the result of God’s miraculous working
on behalf of His people? Although I and many others see God’s supernatural hand in it, most church leaders today
claim Israel’s current existence has nothing to do with Bible prophecy. They teach that God rejected the people of
Israel after their actions led to Jesus’ crucifixion. As a result, He transferred His promises of a glorious future
kingdom from Israel to the church, albeit spiritually. We refer to this belief as “replacement theology” since its
proponents say that the church has replaced Israel in God’s prophetic scheme.

Does this really matter? Yes, it’s highly important because those immersed in this teaching . . .
e Fail to recognize the myriad of signs pointing to the nearness of the seven-year Tribulation and thus to
Jesus’ soon appearing.
e Acknowledge the rampant evil of our day, but do not see the satanic nature of the deadly battle that rages
around us.
e Remain blind to the spirit of the antichrist that is now openly and actively setting the stage for his coming
kingdom.

This is not a trivial matter, replacement theology not only strikes at the validity of future Bible prophecy, but it
also mutes the voice of the church at a time when pastors need to warn their flock about what’s coming and
comfort them with the “blessed hope” of the Gospel. My prayer is that the following dozen questions and my
brief answers to them will encourage you. Our joyous hope in Jesus’ appearing to take us to heaven before the
seven-year Tribulation has its roots deep in the promises God made to Israel long, long ago.

1. HAS GOD RENEGED ON HIS COVENANT OF THE LAND WITH THE PATRIARCHS?. When the
Lord made His covenant of the Land with Abraham in Genesis 15:12-21, He made its fulfillment totally
dependent on Himself rather than on the behavior of its recipients. Furthermore, Israel has never occupied all of
the Land He promised to the Patriarchs. In Psalm 105:7-11, God specifies that His covenant of the Land is “an
everlasting covenant.” How can one say that this “everlasting covenant” is now invalid without altering the
meaning of the word “everlasting?” God’s covenant of the Land with Israel remains in effect today. It’s
impossible for Him to renege on the solemn oath He swore to Abraham in Genesis 15:12-21. It is, after all, His
eternal promise.

2. WHEN DID GOD CLEANSE THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL FROM ALL THEIR SINS AND PUT HIS
HOLY SPIRIT IN THEM? In Ezekiel 34:22-37, God promises, among many other things, to gather the
Israelites “from the nations,” cleanse all their sins, and put His “Spirit within them.” The fulfillment of these
verses couldn’t have happened before Jesus’ ascension back to Heaven (John 16:7) because God couldn’t give the
Holy Spirit in such a way before that time. One must greatly distort the meaning of the prophet’s many physical
promises to Israel in this passage to make them even remotely apply to the church. Both the spiritual and tangible
pledges refer to a future restored Israel. The question remains: When did the Lord fulfill the promises to Israel
that He recorded in Ezekiel 34:22-37 after the Lord’s ascension? He hasn’t done so but will do so in the future.

3. WHEN DID THE ISRAELITES REPENT AS RECORDED IN ZECHARIAH 12:10-13:1? In Zechariah
12:10-13;1, the prophet records a time of great repentance for the people of Israel that occurs once they recognize
that they crucified their Messiah. In this passage, the Lord goes out of his way to emphasize that this prophecy
applies exclusively to the descendants of Jacob and no one else. It’s as if God knew that someday people would
take this as a reference to the church and He needed to disallow such confusion by making sure we understand
that this future awakening further applies to the “house of David” and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. These
words surely await a future awakening of Israel, the one Paul refers to in Romans 11:25-36.
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4. WHEN DID JESUS RULE OVER THE NATIONS FROM JERUSALEM? In Zechariah 14:9, we read
these words: And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one.
The context makes it abundantly clear that Jesus reigns over the nations of the world from Jerusalem. If we take
the words of this prophecy in the way the prophet intended, the reign of Christ as described in Zechariah 14:9-21
has not yet happened. The words of this prophecy absolutely cannot apply to the church unless one subjects them

to human wisdom in the form of allegory, the subjective symbolizing of the words. Since all of Zechariah’s
predictions regarding the first coming of Jesus happened precisely according to the words in the text, what’s the
justification for applying symbolical meanings to specific words not yet fulfilled? There is none!

5. WHEN DID GOD “MAKE AN END OF SINS” AND “BRING IN EVERLASTING
RIGHTEQOUSNESS?” In Daniel 9:24, we find this promise: Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and
upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity,
and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.
This prophecy refers to Daniel’s “people,” the descendants of Jacob, and “the holy city,” which must be
Jerusalem. The Messiah will accomplish the ending of sins and the bringing in of “everlasting righteousness”
during the “seventy weeks” of years designated for Israel and Zion. And since these words remains unfulfilled to
this day, God must still have a purpose for both His “people,” and “holy city.” If one suggests that this prophecy
somehow refers to the church, we must ask: Has God ever worked through the church to “make an end of sins”
and “bring in everlasting righteousness?” Are these tasks the New Testament assigns to the church for now or in
the future? The answer to both questions is an emphatic NO! There must be a seventieth week of Daniel because
the Lord has not yet accomplished all He promised to do in Daniel 9:24 during the seventy weeks of years.

6. WHEN DID THE SEVENTIETH WEEK OF DANIEL OCCUR? If there is not a glorious restoration of a
kingdom for Israel, that signifies that God gave up on His purposes for His people and city before completing the
seventy weeks of Daniel 9:24-27. That scenario, of course, is impossible. As I demonstrated in The Biblical
Necessity of a Third Jewish Temple, there must be a future seventieth week of Daniel because a key event in this
week has not yet happened. The Bible says the Lord Himself, at His return to earth, will kill the one who
desecrates a temple, which happens in the middle of the last week (see 2 Thessalonians 2:3-8). Has this
happened? No! Either Paul was mistaken about the defilement of the Jewish temple by the antichrist or the
fulfillment of the Daniel 9:27 will happen in the future during what we call the seven-year Tribulation. In other
words, if there is no future time when the antichrist defiles a future Jewish temple and is subsequently killed at
Jesus’ return to earth, we cannot trust Paul’s words in 2 Thessalonians 2. Of course, the words of the apostle are
inspired Bible prophecy, there must be a future seven-year period of time when God turns His focus back to the
Jewish people.

7. WHEN DID JESUS RULE OVER THE NATIONS WITH A “ROD OF IRON?” If one believes that God
has replaced Israel with the church, one must subject hundreds of verses in the Psalms to subjective symbolism.
The Psalmists often speak of Jesus’ Second Coming and His reign over the nations of the earth. Psalm 2 is the
first such Messianic Psalm: verses 7-12 describe Christ’s inheritance of the nations from His Father. In verse 9,
we read these descriptive words about the nature of His future reign: You shall break them with a rod of iron and
dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel. Does Jesus rule in such a way over the church? Absolutely not; the
Apostle Peter refers to Him as our “chief Shepherd” (1 Peter 5:4). Jesus “nourishes and cherishes” His church
(Ephesians 5:29), He does not rule with a “rod of iron” over His own body. Can Psalm 2 refer to the eternal state?
Again, that’s impossible because sin will not exist in this future realm (Revelation 21:4). If the words of Scripture
mean what they say, there must be a time between the church age and the eternal state when Jesus rules over the
nations just as the prophet Zechariah tells us (14:9-21). This rule must come from Jerusalem and include
punishment for evil behavior.

8. DID GABRIEL MISLEAD MARY WHEN HE TOLD HER SHE WOULD BE THE MOTHER OF THE
MESSIAH? In Isaiah 9:7...
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