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Hebrews 2:14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared
in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and
release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 17 Therefore, in all
things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things
pertaining to God, to make propitiation [reconciliation] for the sins of the people. 18 For in that He Himself
has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.\

Heb 3:1 Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of
our confession, Christ Jesus, 2 who was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful in
all His house. 3 For this One has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built
the house has more honor than the house. 4 For every house is built by someone, but He who built all things
is God. 5 And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which
would be spoken afterward, 6 but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we hold fast
the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.

1 Cor 15:1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you
received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I
preached to you — unless you believed in vain.

Gal 3:1 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth, before
whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified? 2 This only I want to learn
from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 3 Are you so
foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh? 4 Have you
suffered so many things in vain — if indeed it was in vain?

Gal 4:9 But now after you have known God, or rather are known by God, how is it that you turn
again to the weak and beggarly elements, to which you desire again to be in bondage? 10 You
observe days and months and seasons and years. 11 I am afraid for you, lest I have labored for you in
vain.

Fox’s Book of Martyrs, Chapter 1, Seventh Persecution under Decius AD -249 - Peter, a young man,
amiable for the superior qualities of his body and mind, was beheaded for refusing to sacrifice to
Venus [Roman sex goddess].He said, "I am astonished you should sacrifice to an infamous woman,
whose debaucheries even your own historians record, and whose life consisted of such actions as
your laws would punish. No, I shall offer the true God the acceptable sacrifice of praises and
prayers." Optimus, the proconsul of Asia, on hearing this, ordered the prisoner to be stretched upon a
wheel, by which all his bones were broken, and then he was sent to be beheaded. Nichomachus,
being brought before the proconsul as a Christian, was ordered to sacrifice to the pagan idols.
Nichomachus replied, "I cannot pay that respect to devils, which is only due to the Almighty." This
speech so much enraged the proconsul that Nichomachus was put to the rack. After enduring the
torments for a time, he recanted; but scarcely had he given this proof of his frailty, than he fell into
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the greatest agonies, dropped down on the ground, and expired immediately. Denisa, a young woman
of only sixteen years of age, who beheld this terrible judgment, suddenly exclaimed, "O unhappy
wretch, why would you buy a moment's ease at the expense of a miserable eternity!" Optimus,
hearing this, called to her, and Denisa avowing herself to be a Christian, she was beheaded, by his
order, soon after.

Hebrews 3:7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if you will hear His voice, 8 do not harden your
hearts as in the rebellion, in the day of trial in the wilderness [Numbers 14-Deut 34]], 9 where your fathers
tested Me, tried Me, and saw My works forty years. 10 Therefore I was angry with that generation, and said,
"They always go astray in their heart, and they have not known My ways.' 11 So I swore in My wrath, "They
shall not enter My rest."" [Psalms 95:7-11]12 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of
unbelief in departing from the living God; 13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called "Today," lest
any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have become partakers of Christ if we
hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end, 15 while it is said: "Today, if you will hear His
voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion." 16 For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not
all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses? 17 Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with
those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did He swear that they would not
enter His rest, but to those who did not obey? 19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.

Hebrews 4:1 Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you seem to
have come short of it. 2 For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; but the word which
they heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard it.

Num 13:25 And they returned from spying out the land after forty days. 26 Now they departed and
came back to Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the children of Israel in the Wilderness of
Paran, at Kadesh; they brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the
fruit of the land. 27 Then they told him, and said: "We went to the land where you sent us. It truly
flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 28 Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are
strong; the cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak there. 29
The Amalekites dwell in the land of the South; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in
the mountains; and the Canaanites dwell by the sea and along the banks of the Jordan." 30 Then
Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, "Let us go up at once and take possession, for we
are well able to overcome it." 31 But the men who had gone up with him said, "We are not able to go
up against the people, for they are stronger than we." 32 And they gave the children of Israel a bad
report of the land which they had spied out, saying, "The land through which we have gone as spies
is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature.
33 There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were like
grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight." Numbers 14:1 So all the congregation
lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that night. 2 And all the children of Israel
complained against Moses and Aaron, and the whole congregation said to them, "If only we had died
in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why has the Lord brought us to this
land to fall by the sword, that our wives and children should become victims? Would it not be better
for us to return to Egypt?" 4 So they said to one another, "Let us select a leader and return to Egypt."
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the
children of Israel. 6 But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among
those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes; 7 and they spoke to all the congregation of the
children of Israel, saying: "The land we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land. 8 If
the Lord delights in us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us, 'a land which flows with
milk and honey.' 9 Only do not rebel against the Lord, nor fear the people of the land, for they are
our bread; their protection has departed from them, and the Lord is with us. Do not fear them." 10
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And all the congregation said to stone them with stones. Now the glory of the Lord appeared in the
tabernacle of meeting before all the children of Israel.

Hebrews 4:3 For we who have believed do enter that rest, as He has said: "So I swore in My wrath, "They
shall not enter My rest," although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4 For He has
spoken in a certain place of the seventh day in this way: "And God rested on the seventh day from all His
works"; 5 and again in this place: "They shall not enter My rest." 6 Since therefore it remains that some must
enter it, and those to whom it was first preached did not enter because of disobedience, 7 again He
designates a certain day, saying in David, "Today," after such a long time, as it has been said: "Today, if you
will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts." 8 For if Joshua had given them rest, then He would not
afterward have spoken of another day. 9 There remains therefore a rest for the people of God. 10 For he who
has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from His. 11 Let us therefore be
diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience.



