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The Abrahamic Covenant
Genesis 12:1-3

GOD

ABRAHAM

“In you, all the 
families of the earth 

will be blessed.”

Messiah will be a 
descendent of 

Abram (Abraham).



Melchizedek - Genesis 14:18-20

“Blessed be Abram of God Most High, 
Possessor of heaven and 

earth, and blessed be God Most High 
Who has delivered your enemies

into your hand.”

1. The greater blesses the lesser.
2. The lesser tithes to the greater.
3. Therefore, Melchizedek is greater than 

Abraham.

Abram gives a tenth 
(tithe) of all to 
Melchizedek

Melchizedek blesses 
Abram 

Melchizedek
• Means “King of 

Righteousness”
• Was King of Salem 

(Jerusalem) in 
Abraham’s day



Lineage of the Abrahamic Covenant & Priesthood

The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver 
from between his feet until Shiloh (Messiah) comes; 
And to Him shall be the obedience of the people.  
Genesis 49:10 - Promise of Messiah

Abraham

Isaac

Jacob

Gershon and Merari

Judah

10 other sons

Levi (Priests)

Kohath

Aaron (                      )
Exodus 28:1-4



Duties of the Levitical / Aaronic Priesthood

The only one (except Moses) allowed to 
enter the Holy of Holies (annually, on the 

Day of Atonement), to see / touch the Ark of 
the Covenant.  Nu. 4, Lev.16.

Gershon and MerariLevi (Priests)
Kohath

Aaron Moses
Allowed to enter the Holy of Holies.

• Except for Moses and Aaron, the 
Kohathites were responsible for carrying 
the holy items of the tabernacle, after 
Aaron and his sons had covered and 
prepared them for transport.  

Korah

Numbers 4
• Responsible for transporting the tents, 

poles, etc. of the tabernacle.  



Attempts to Usurp the Priesthood

Gershon and MerariLevi (Priests)

Kohath

Aaron Moses Korah

Numbers 4
Except for Moses and Aaron, the Kohathites 
were responsible for carrying the holy items 
of the tabernacle, after Aaron and his sons 
had covered and prepared them for transport

Numbers 16 & 17
• Tried but failed to usurp the High Priesthood of Aaron
• God judged: Earth opened and buried all the who rebelled 
• Only Aaron’s rod budded when placed on the Ark of the 

Covenant
Lesson:  No one but Aaron can be the High Priest



The Davidic Covenant

Abraham

Isaac

Jacob

David

Levi & 10 other sons

Judah
(Gen 49:10) 2 Samuel 7 and Psalm 110

The Messiah and a new priesthood 
(after the order of Melchizedek) 

will come through David. 



Levi
Priesthood /

High Priesthood
through Aaron

David and Hezekiah Usurp Priesthood w/o Judgment

David
Messiah and new Melchizedekian 

Priesthood (Psalm 110)

Judah

• Wears the ephod of the High Priest 
Ex. 29:4-5; 1 Sam. 30:7-8; 2 Sam. 6:13-14; 
1 Chron. 15:26-27.

• Eats from the Table of Showbread
Lev. 24:5-9; 1 Sam. 21:4-6; Matt. 12:1-4.

• Goes to the Ark of the Covenant
2 Sam. 6:17-18, 7:18-29.

King Hezekiah

• Goes to the Ark of the Covenant
2 Kings 19:14-15

13th King of Judah after David



Uzziah Usurps Priesthood and God Judges Him

King UzziahDavid

• Prideful, puts on High Priest garments 
and attempts to burn incense at the altar   

• Breaks out with leprosy on his forehead
2 Chronicles 26:16-23

10th King of Judah after David

“Holiness to the Lord”



First to Last Priesthoods Appointed by God

Melchizedek

Aaron

A lesser priesthood because 
Abraham was lesser than 

Melchizedek

Exodus 28:1-4

Jesus

Genesis 14:18-20
Hebrews 7:1-3

Psalm 110
Hebrews 5-7

• Fulfilled Psalm 110
• Eternal King and 

Priest according to the 
order of Melchizedek



SUMMARY

• Only God appoints priests

• Only three priesthoods through all of history
1. Melchizedek (Greater)
2. Aaron (Lesser)
3. Jesus (Greatest, Supreme, Eternal)

• Those who attempt to usurp the priesthood were judged by God.  
Exceptions:

• David – Because God was hinting at the fulfillment (by Jesus, the Son of 
David) of Psalm 110, written by David.  Matthew 22:41-46

• Hezekiah – Because he came to God in humility.  An example of all who 
come humbly to the Throne of Grace by faith in Jesus.
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