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Of Whom the World was not Worthy 
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All verses are from the New King James Version, 1985 Thomas Nelson 
 
Hebrews 11:31 By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, when she had 
received the spies with peace. 32 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of 
Gideon (Judges 6-8) and Barak (Judges 4) and Samson (Judges 13-16) and Jephthah (Judges 11-12), 
also of David (1 Samuel 16-2 Kings 2) and Samuel (1 Samuel) and the prophets:  
 

GIDEON -  Judg 7:12 Now the Midianites and Amalekites, all the people of the East, were lying 
in the valley as numerous as locusts; and their camels were without number, as the sand by the 
seashore in multitude. Judg 8:10 Now Zebah and Zalmunna were at Karkor, and their armies 
with them, about fifteen thousand, all who were left of all the army of the people of the East; for 
one hundred and twenty thousand men who drew the sword had fallen.  Judg 8:24 Then Gideon 
said to them, "I would like to make a request of you, that each of you would give me the earrings 
from his plunder." For they had golden earrings, because they were Ishmaelites. 25 So they 
answered, "We will gladly give them." And they spread out a garment, and each man threw into 
it the earrings from his plunder. 26 Now the weight of the gold earrings that he requested was 
one thousand seven hundred shekels of gold (about 600 ounces), besides the crescent 
ornaments, pendants, and purple robes which were on the kings of Midian, and besides the 
chains that were around their camels' necks. 27 Then Gideon made it into an ephod and set it up 
in his city, Ophrah. And all Israel played the harlot with it there. It became a snare to Gideon 
and to his house.  
 
BARAK -  Judg 4:8 And Barak said to her, "If you will go with me, then I will go; but if you 
will not go with me, I will not go!" 9 So she said, "I will surely go with you; nevertheless there 
will be no glory for you in the journey you are taking, for the Lord will sell Sisera into the hand 
of a woman." Then Deborah arose and went with Barak to Kedesh.  
 
SAMPSON - Read Judges 13-16 

 
JEPHTHAH - Judg 11:12 Now Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the people of Ammon, 
saying, "What do you have against me, that you have come to fight against me in my land?" 13 
And the king of the people of Ammon answered the messengers of Jephthah, "Because Israel 
took away my land when they came up out of Egypt, from the Arnon as far as the Jabbok, and to 
the Jordan. Now therefore, restore those lands peaceably." 14 So Jephthah again sent messengers 
to the king of the people of Ammon,  15 and said to him, "Thus says Jephthah: 'Israel did not 
take away the land of Moab, nor the land of the people of Ammon; 16 for when Israel came up 
from Egypt, they walked through the wilderness as far as the Red Sea and came to Kadesh. 17 
Then Israel sent messengers to the king of Edom, saying, "Please let me pass through your land." 
But the king of Edom would not heed. And in like manner they sent to the king of Moab, but he 
would not consent. So Israel remained in Kadesh. Go to verse 23 'And now the Lord God of 
Israel has dispossessed the Amorites from before His people Israel; should you then possess it? 
24 Will you not possess whatever Chemosh your god gives you to possess? So whatever the 
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Lord our God takes possession of before us, we will possess. Go to verse 27 Therefore I have 
not sinned against you, but you wronged me by fighting against me. May the Lord, the Judge, 
render judgment this day between the children of Israel and the people of Ammon.'" 28 
However, the king of the people of Ammon did not heed the words which Jephthah sent him. 29 
Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah, and he passed through Gilead and Manasseh, 
and passed through Mizpah of Gilead; and from Mizpah of Gilead he advanced toward the 
people of Ammon. 30 And Jephthah made a vow to the Lord, and said, "If You will indeed 
deliver the people of Ammon (JORDAN) into my hands, 31 then it will be that whatever comes 
out of the doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the people of Ammon, 
shall surely be the Lord's, and I will offer it up as a burnt offering." Go to verse 34 When 
Jephthah came to his house at Mizpah, there was his daughter, coming out to meet him with 
timbrels and dancing; and she was his only child. Besides her he had neither son nor daughter. 35 
And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he tore his clothes, and said, "Alas, my daughter! You 
have brought me very low! You are among those who trouble me! For I have given my word to 
the Lord, and I cannot go back on it."  

 
Lev 27:28 'Nevertheless no devoted offering that a man may devote to the Lord of all that he has, 
both man and beast, or the field of his possession, shall be sold or redeemed; every devoted 
offering is most holy to the Lord.  

 
1 Sam 1:11 Then she [Hanna - Mother of Samuel before he is born] made a vow and said, "O 
Lord of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your maidservant and remember me, 
and not forget Your maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a male child, then I will give 
him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no razor shall come upon his head." Go to verse 24 
Now when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with three bulls, one ephah of flour, 
and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of the Lord in Shiloh. And the child was young. 
25 Then they slaughtered a bull [as a burnt offering in dedicating her son to the Lord for the 
rest of his life], and brought the child to Eli. 26 And she said, "O my lord! As your soul lives, my 
lord, I am the woman who stood by you here, praying to the Lord. 27 For this child I prayed, and 
the Lord has granted me my petition which I asked of Him. 28 Therefore I also have lent him to 
the Lord; as long as he lives he shall be lent to the Lord." So they worshiped the Lord there.  
 
Judges 11: 36 So she [Jephthah's daughter] said to him, "My father, if you have given your 
word to the Lord, do to me according to what has gone out of your mouth, because the Lord has 
avenged you of your enemies, the people of Ammon." 37 Then she said to her father, "Let this 
thing be done for me: let me alone for two months, that I may go and wander on the mountains 
and bewail my virginity, my friends and I." 38 So he said, "Go." And he sent her away for two 
months; and she went with her friends, and bewailed her virginity on the mountains. 39 And it 
was so at the end of two months that she returned to her father, and he carried out his vow with 
her which he had vowed. She knew no man. And it became a custom in Israel 40 that the 
daughters of Israel went four days each year to lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite.  
(See Luke 2:36-38) 

 
DAVID  - Read 1 Samuel 16 - 2 Kings  
 
SAMUEL 1 Sam 8:1 Now it came to pass when Samuel was old that he made his sons judges 
over Israel. 2 The name of his firstborn was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were 
judges in Beersheba. 3 But his sons did not walk in his ways; they turned aside after dishonest 
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gain, took bribes, and perverted justice. 4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and 
came to Samuel at Ramah, 5 and said to him, "Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in 
your ways. Now make us a king to judge us like all the nations."  

 
Hebrews 11:32 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and 
Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: 33 who through faith subdued 
kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the 
violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in 
battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again. Others 
were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. 36 Still others had 
trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were 
sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and 
goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented — 38 of whom the world was not worthy. They 
wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. 39 And all these, having obtained a 
good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, 40 God having provided something better for 
us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us.  
 
Hebrews 12:1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is 
set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set 
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God.  


