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In 356 B.C., King Philip of Macedonia (the father of Alexander the Great) took this town and expanded it, renaming it Philippi.  The Romans captured it in 168 B.C. and in 42 B.C. the defeat of the forces of Brutus and Cassius by those of Anthony and Octavian (later Augustus) took place outside the city.  Octavian turned Philippi into a Roman colony (cf. Acts 16:12) and a military outpost.  The citizens of this colony were regarded as citizens of Rome and given a number of special privileges.  Because Philippi was a military city and not a commercial center, there were not enough Jews for a synagogue when Paul came (Acts 16:13).

Paul’s “Macedonian Call” in Troas during his second missionary journey led to his ministry in Philippi with the conversion of Lydia and others.  Paul and Silas were beaten and imprisoned, but this resulted in the conversion of the Philippian jailer.  The magistrates were placed in a dangerous position by beating Roman citizens without a trial (Acts 16:37-40), and that embarrassment may have prevented future reprisals against the new Christians in Philippi.  Paul visited the Philippians again on his third missionary journey (Acts 20:1, 6).  When they heard of his Roman imprisonment, the Philippian church sent Epaphroditus with financial help (4:18); they had helped Paul in this way on at least two other occasions (4:16).  Epaphroditus almost died of an illness, yet remained with Paul long enough for the Philippians to receive word of his malady.  Upon his recovery, Paul sent this letter back with him to Philippi (2:25-30)
Silas, Timothy, Luke, and Paul first came to Philippi in A.D. 51, eleven years before Paul wrote this letter.  Philippians 1:13 and 4:22 suggest that it was written from Rome, although some commentators argue for Caesarea or Ephesus.  Paul’s life was at stake, and he was evidently awaiting the verdict of the Imperial Court (2:20-26).  
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