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Exodus 17:1-7 
Why Do You Tempt the Lord 

November 12, 2023 
S-1566-KL 

All verses are from the New King James Version, 1985 Thomas Nelson 
 

Exodus 16:32 Then Moses said, "This is the thing which the Lord has commanded: 'Fill an omer 
[measure of grain - about .6 gallons] with it, to be kept for your generations, that they may see the bread 
with which I fed you in the wilderness, when I brought you out of the land of Egypt.'" 33 And Moses 
said to Aaron, "Take a pot and put an omer of manna in it, and lay it up before the Lord, to be kept for 
your generations." 34 As the Lord commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the Testimony, to be 
kept. 35 And the children of Israel ate manna forty years, until they came to an inhabited land; they ate 
manna until they came to the border of the land of Canaan. 36 Now an omer is one-tenth of an ephah.  
 
Ex 17:1 Then all the congregation of the children of Israel set out on their journey from the Wilderness 
of Sin, according to the commandment of the Lord, and camped in Rephidim; but there was no water for 
the people to drink. 2 Therefore the people contended with Moses, and said, "Give us water, that we 
may drink." So Moses said to them, "Why do you contend with me? Why do you tempt the Lord?"  
 

2 Chron 14:8 And Asa had an army of three hundred thousand from Judah who carried shields 
and spears, and from Benjamin two hundred and eighty thousand men who carried shields and 
drew bows; all these were mighty men of valor. 9 Then Zerah the Ethiopian came out against 
them with an army of a million men and three hundred chariots, and he came to Mareshah. 10 So 
Asa went out against him, and they set the troops in battle array in the Valley of Zephathah at 
Mareshah. 11 And Asa cried out to the Lord his God, and said, "Lord, it is nothing for You to 
help, whether with many or with those who have no power; help us, O Lord our God, for we rest 
on You, and in Your name we go against this multitude. O Lord, You are our God; do not let 
man prevail against You!" 12 So the Lord struck the Ethiopians before Asa and Judah, and the 
Ethiopians fled. Go to 2 Chron 15:1 Now the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded. 
2 And he went out to meet Asa, and said to him: "Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin. 
The Lord is with you while you are with Him. If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if 
you forsake Him, He will forsake you. 3 For a long time Israel has been without the true God, 
without a teaching priest, and without law; 4 but when in their trouble they turned to the Lord 
God of Israel, and sought Him, He was found by them.  
 
2 Chron 16:7 And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah, and said to him: 
"Because you have relied on the king of Syria, and have not relied on the Lord your God, 
therefore the army of the king of Syria has escaped from your hand. 8 Were the Ethiopians and 
the Lubim not a huge army with very many chariots and horsemen? Yet, because you relied on 
the Lord, He delivered them into your hand. 9 For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout 
the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. In this 
you have done foolishly; therefore from now on you shall have wars." 10 Then Asa was angry 
with the seer, and put him in prison, for he was enraged at him because of this. And Asa 
oppressed some of the people at that time. Go to verse 12 And in the thirty-ninth year of his 
reign, Asa became diseased in his feet, and his malady was severe; yet in his disease he did not 
seek the Lord, but the physicians.  
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Exodus 17:3 And the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses, 
and said, "Why is it you have brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our 
livestock with thirst?" 4 So Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, "What shall I do with this 
people? They are almost ready to stone me!" 5 And the Lord said to Moses, "Go on before the 
people, and take with you some of the elders of Israel. Also take in your hand your rod with 
which you struck the river, and go. 6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock in Horeb; 
and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink." And 
Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 So he called the name of the place Massah and 
Meribah, because of the contention of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the Lord, 
saying, "Is the Lord among us or not?"  

 
Deut 6:16 "You shall not tempt the Lord your God as you tempted Him in Massah. Matt 4:7 
7 Jesus said to him [Satan], "It is written again, 'You shall not tempt the Lord your God.'"  

 
Isa 48:21 And they did not thirst When He led them through the 
deserts; He caused the waters to flow from the rock for them; He also 
split the rock, and the waters gushed out. 22 "There is no peace," says 
the Lord, "for the wicked." (Go to splitrockresearch.org, Jim and 
Penny Caldwell) 

 
 
1 Cor 10:1 Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under 
the cloud, all passed through the sea, 2 all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 
all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that 
spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ. 5 But with most of them God was 
not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. 6 Now these things became 
our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted. 7 And do 
not become idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, "The people sat down to eat and 
drink, and rose up to play." 8 Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some of them did, and in 
one day twenty-three thousand fell; 9 nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and 
were destroyed by serpents; 10 nor complain, as some of them also complained, and were 
destroyed by the destroyer. 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they 
were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 12 Therefore let 
him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such 
as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you 
are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear 
it.  
 
Num 20:7 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 8 "Take the rod; you and your brother Aaron 
gather the congregation together. Speak to the rock before their eyes, and it will yield its water; 
thus you shall bring water for them out of the rock, and give drink to the congregation and their 
animals." 9 So Moses took the rod from before the Lord as He commanded him. 10 And Moses 
and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock; and he said to them, "Hear now, you 
rebels! Must we bring water for you out of this rock?" 11 Then Moses lifted his hand and struck 
the rock twice with his rod; and water came out abundantly, and the congregation and their 
animals drank. 12 Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not believe Me, 
to hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into 
the land which I have given them."  
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John 7:37 On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If 
anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has 
said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water." 39 But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, 
whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus 
was not yet glorified.  

Ps 110:1 The Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your 
footstool." 2 The Lord shall send the rod of Your strength out of Zion. Rule in the midst of Your 
enemies!  

 


