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Acts 17:16 – 34 
His Spirit Was Provoked Within Him 
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All verses are from the New King James Version, 1985 Thomas Nelson 
 
Acts 17:13 But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of God was preached by Paul at 
Berea, they came there also and stirred up the crowds. 14 Then immediately the brethren sent Paul away, 
to go to the sea; but both Silas and Timothy remained there. 15 So those who conducted Paul brought 
him to Athens; and receiving a command for Silas and Timothy to come to him with all speed, they 
departed.  

 
1 Thess 3:5 lest by some means the tempter had tempted you, and our labor might be in vain.  

 
Acts 17:16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him when he saw 
that the city was given over to idols.  

 
Rom 1:20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are 
without excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were 
thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 
Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into 
an image made like corruptible man — and birds and four-footed animals and creeping 
things [idols]. 24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to 
dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and 
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 26 For 
this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use 
for what is against nature.  

 
1 John 5:18 We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of 
God keeps himself, and the wicked one does not touch him. 19 We know that we are of God, and 
the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one. 20 And we know that the Son of God 
has come and has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and we are 
in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. 21 Little 
children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.   

 
Ps 139:13 For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother's womb. 14 I will 
praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are Your works, and that my 
soul knows very well.  

 
Acts 17:17 Therefore he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with the Gentile worshipers, and 
in the marketplace daily with those who happened to be there. 18 Then certain Epicurean and Stoic 
philosophers encountered him. And some said, "What does this babbler want to say?" Others said, "He 
seems to be a proclaimer of foreign gods," because he preached to them Jesus and the resurrection.  
 
Acts 17:19 And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, "May we know what this new 
doctrine is of which you speak? 20 For you are bringing some strange things to our ears. Therefore we 
want to know what these things mean." 21 For all the Athenians and the foreigners who were there spent 
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their time in nothing else but either to tell or to hear some new thing. 22 Then Paul stood in the midst of 
the Areopagus and said, "Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very religious; 23 for as I 
was passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this 
inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him 
I proclaim to you: 24 God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and 
earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. 25 Nor is He worshiped with men's hands, as though 
He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things. 26 And He has made from one 
blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed 
times and the boundaries of their dwellings, 27 so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they 
might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28 for in Him we live and 
move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, 'For we are also His offspring.'  
 
Acts 17:29 Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is 
like gold or silver or stone,  something shaped by art and man's devising. 30 Truly, these times of 
ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, 31 because He has 
appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. 
He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead."  
 

1 John 3:1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called 
children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  

 
Acts 17:32 And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked, while others said, "We 
will hear you again on this matter." 33 So Paul departed from among them. 34 However, some men 
joined him and believed, among them Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman named Damaris, and others 
with them.  


