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Acts 20:35-21:25 
And They are All Zealous for the Law 

October 27, 2024 
S-1616-KL 

All verses are from the New King James Version, 1985 Thomas Nelson 
 

Acts 20:32 "So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to 
build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I have coveted no 
one's silver or gold or apparel. 34 Yes, you yourselves know that these hands have provided for my 
necessities, and for those who were with me.:35 I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, 
that you must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, 'It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.'"  
36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 37 Then they all wept 
freely, and fell on Paul's neck and kissed him, 38 sorrowing most of all for the words which he spoke, 
that they would see his face no more. And they accompanied him to the ship.  
 

Acts 21:1 Now it came to pass, that when we 
had departed from them and set sail, running 
a straight course we came to Cos [Island], the 
following day to Rhodes [Island], and from 
there to Patara [southern Turkey]. 2 And 
finding a ship sailing over to Phoenicia, we 
went aboard and set sail. 3 When we had 
sighted Cyprus, we passed it on the left, 
sailed to Syria, and landed at Tyre [Southern 
Lebanon]; for there the ship was to unload her 
cargo [giving Paul time to meet with the 
church]. 4 And finding disciples, we stayed 
there seven days. They told Paul through the 
Spirit not to go up to Jerusalem.  
 

1 Kings 13:11 Now an old prophet dwelt in Bethel, and his sons came and told him all the works that 
the man of God had done that day in Bethel; they also told their father the words which he had 
spoken to the king. 12 And their father said to them, "Which way did he go?" For his sons had seen 
which way the man of God went who came from Judah. 13 Then he said to his sons, "Saddle the 
donkey for me." So they saddled the donkey for him; and he rode on it, 14 and went after the man of 
God, and found him sitting under an oak. Then he said to him, "Are you the man of God [prophet] 
who came from Judah?" And he said, "I am." 15 Then he [old prophet] said to him [sent prophet], 
"Come home with me and eat bread." 16 And he said, "I cannot return with you nor go in with you; 
neither can I eat bread nor drink water with you in this place. 17 For I have been told by the word of 
the Lord, 'You shall not eat bread nor drink water there, nor return by going the way you came.'" 18 
He said to him, "I too am a prophet as you are, and an angel [not God] spoke to me by the word of 
the Lord, saying, 'Bring him back with you to your house, that he may eat bread and drink water.'" 
(He was lying to him.) See Gal 1:8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 
to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 19 So he went back with him, and ate 
bread in his house, and drank water. 20 Now it happened, as they sat at the table, that the word of the 
Lord came to the prophet who had brought him back; 21 and he cried out to the man of God who 
came from Judah, saying, "Thus says the Lord: 'Because you have disobeyed the word of the Lord, 
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and have not kept the commandment which the Lord your God commanded you, 22 but you came 
back, ate bread, and drank water in the place of which the Lord said to you, "Eat no bread and drink 
no water," your corpse shall not come to the tomb of your fathers.'"  

 
Acts 21:5 When we had come to the end of those days [seven days], we departed and went on our way; 
and they all accompanied us, with wives and children, till we were out of the city. And we knelt down 
on the shore and prayed.  

 
Matt 6:5 "And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in 
the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to 
you, they have their reward. 6 But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut 
your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you openly.  
 
Acts 21:6 When we had taken our leave of one another, we boarded the ship, and they returned 
home. 7 And when we had finished our voyage from Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, greeted the 
brethren, and stayed with them one day. 8 On the next day we who were Paul's companions 
departed [via ship they were taking] and came to Caesarea, and entered the house of Philip the 
evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with him. 9 Now this man had four virgin 
daughters who prophesied. (See Acts 8:39 Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip was found 
at Azotus. And passing through, he preached in all the cities till he came to Caesarea.)  10 And as we stayed 
many days, a certain prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. 11 When he had come to 
us, he took Paul's belt, bound his own hands and feet, and said, "Thus says the Holy Spirit, 'So 
shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who owns this belt, and deliver him into the hands of 
the Gentiles.'" 12 Now when we [Luke and others] heard these things, both we and those from 
that place pleaded with him not to go up to Jerusalem.  
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John 11:7 Then after this He said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." 8 The disciples said to 
Him, "Rabbi, lately the Jews sought to stone You, and are You going there again?" 9 Jesus answered, 
"Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he 
sees the light of this world. 10 But if one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in 
him." 11 These things He said, and after that He said to them, "Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go 
that I may wake him up." 12 Then His disciples said, "Lord, if he sleeps he will get well." 13 
However, Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought that He was speaking about taking rest in sleep. 
14 Then Jesus said to them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. 15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not 
there, that you may believe. Nevertheless let us go to him." 16 Then Thomas, who is called the 
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with Him."  

 
Acts 21:13 Then Paul answered, "What do you mean by weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready 
not only to be bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." 14 So when he would 
not be persuaded, we ceased, saying, "The will of the Lord be done." 15 And after those days we 
packed [to travel by land] and went up to Jerusalem. 16 Also some of the disciples from Caesarea went 
with us and brought with them a certain Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we were to 
lodge. 17 And when we had come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly. 18 On the following 
day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were present. 19 When he had greeted them, he told 
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in detail those things which God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry.  (See Acts 18:22 And 
when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone up and greeted the church, he went down to Antioch. ) 20 And when they heard it, 
they glorified the Lord. And they said to him, "You see, brother, how many myriads of Jews there are 
who have believed, and they are all zealous for the law; 21 but they have been informed about you 
that you teach all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to 
circumcise their children nor to walk according to the customs. 22 What then? The assembly must 
certainly meet, for they will hear that you have come. 23 Therefore do what we tell you: We have four 
men who have taken a vow. 24 Take them and be purified with them, and pay their expenses so that they 
may shave their heads, and that all may know that those things of which they were informed concerning 
you are nothing, but that you yourself also walk orderly and keep the law. 25 But concerning the 
Gentiles who believe, we have written and decided that they should observe no such thing, except that 
they should keep themselves from things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and from 
sexual immorality."  


