
  1 

Acts 22:1-24 
They Said Away with Paul, He is Not Fit to Live 
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All verses are from the New King James Version, 1985 Thomas Nelson 
 
Acts 21:37 Then [as Paul is being taken up the steps to the Praetorium] as Paul was about to be led into 
the barracks, he said to the commander, "May I speak to you?" He replied, "Can you speak Greek?  
38 Are you not the Egyptian who some time ago stirred up a rebellion and led the four thousand 
assassins out into the wilderness?" 39 But Paul said [in Greek], "I am a Jew from Tarsus, in Cilicia 
[Southern Turkey today], a citizen of no mean city [Rome]; and I implore you, permit me to speak to the 
people." 40 So when he had given him permission, Paul stood on the stairs and motioned with his hand 
to the people. And when there was a great silence, he spoke to them in the Hebrew language, saying,  
 
Acts 22:1 "Brethren and fathers, hear my defense before you now." 2 And when they heard that he 
spoke to them in the Hebrew language, they kept all the more silent. Then he said: 3 "I am indeed a Jew, 
born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, taught according to the 
strictness of our fathers' law, and was zealous toward God as you all are today.  

 
Acts 5:33 When they heard this, they were furious and plotted to kill them [Peter and John]. 
34 Then one in the council stood up, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in 
respect by all the people, and commanded them to put the apostles outside for a little while. 35 
And he said to them: "Men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what you intend to do regarding 
these men. Go to verse 38 And now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them alone; 
for if this plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing; 39 but if it is of God, you cannot 
overthrow it — lest you even be found to fight against God."  

 
Acts 22:4 I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and 
women, 5 as also the high priest bears me witness, and all the council of the elders [Sandedrin - bad 
guys], from whom I also received letters to the brethren, and went to Damascus to bring in chains even 
those who were there to Jerusalem to be punished. 6 "Now it happened, as I journeyed and came near 
Damascus at about noon, suddenly a great light from heaven shone around me. 7 And I fell to the 
ground and heard a voice saying to me, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?' 8 So I answered, 
'Who are You, Lord?' And He said to me, 'I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.' 9 "And 
those who were with me indeed saw the light and were afraid, but they did not hear [with understanding] 
the voice of Him who spoke to me. 10 So I said, 'What shall I do, Lord?' And the Lord said to me, 'Arise 
and go into Damascus, and there you will be told all things which are appointed for you to do.' 11 And 
since I could not see for the glory of that light, being led by the hand of those who were with me, I came 
into Damascus. 12 "Then a certain Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good testimony 
with all the Jews who dwelt there, 13 came to me; and he stood and said to me, 'Brother Saul, receive 
your sight.' And at that same hour I looked up at him. 14 Then he said, 'The God of our fathers has 
chosen you that you should know His will, and see the Just One [Jesus], and hear the voice of His 
mouth.  
 

1 Cor 15:3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day 
according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6 After that 



  2 

He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the 
present, but some have fallen asleep. 7 After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. 
8 Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. 9 For I am the least of 
the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  
 
Acts 7:52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who 
foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and 
murderers, 53 who have received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it."  

 
Acts 22:15 For you will be His witness [marytr] to all men [Jew and Gentile] of what you have seen and 
heard. 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on 
the name of the Lord.'  
 

Rom 10:11 For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame." 12 For 
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call 
upon Him. 13 For "whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved."  

 
Acts 22:17 "Now it happened, when I returned to Jerusalem [Acts 9:26-30] and was praying in the 
temple, that I was in a trance 18 and saw Him saying to me, 'Make haste and get out of Jerusalem 
quickly, for they will not receive your testimony concerning Me.'  
 

Acts 9:26 And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples; but they were all 
afraid of him, and did not believe that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought 
him to the apostles. And he declared to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He 
had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. 28 So he 
was with them at Jerusalem, coming in and going out. 29 And he spoke boldly in the name of the 
Lord Jesus and disputed against the Hellenists, but they attempted to kill him. 30 When the 
brethren found out, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him out to Tarsus.  

 
Acts 22:19 So I said, 'Lord, they know that in every synagogue I imprisoned and beat those who believe 
on You. 20 And when the blood of Your martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by consenting to 
his death, and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.' 21 Then He said to me, 'Depart, for I 
will send you far from here to the Gentiles.'" 22 And they listened to him until this word, and then 
they raised their voices and said, "Away with such a fellow from the earth, for he is not fit to live!" 
23 Then, as they [unbelieving Jews] cried out and tore off their clothes and threw dust into the air, 24 
the commander ordered him to be brought into the barracks, and said that he should be examined under 
scourging, so that he might know why they shouted so against him.  

 
Rom 11:19 You will say then, "Branches [Jews as witness people] were broken off that I [gentile 
believer] might be grafted in." 20 Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you 
stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, He 
may not spare you either. 22 Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who 
fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also 
will be cut off. 23 And they [Jews] also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for 
God is able to graft them in again. 24 For if you were cut out of the olive tree which is wild by 
nature, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will 
these, who are natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree? 25 For I do not desire, 
brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own 
opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come 
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in. 26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and 
He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; 27 for this is My covenant with them, when I take 
away their sins." 28 Concerning the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but concerning the 
election they are beloved for the sake of the fathers. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are 
irrevocable.  


