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Acts 22:25-23:1 
And Paul said, "But I was born a citizen." 
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All verses are from the New King James Version, 1985 Thomas Nelson 

Acts 22:20 And when the blood of Your martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by consenting to 
his death, and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.' 21 Then He [God] said to me, 
'Depart, for I will send you far from here to the Gentiles.'" 22 And they listened to him until this word, 
and then they raised their voices and said, "Away with such a fellow from the earth, for he is not fit 
to live!" 23 Then, as they [unbelieving Jews] cried out and tore off their clothes and threw dust into the 
air, 24 the commander ordered him to be brought into the barracks, and said that he should be examined 
under scourging, so that he might know why they shouted so against him. 25 And as they [Romans] 
bound him with thongs, Paul said to the centurion who stood by, "Is it lawful for you to scourge a man 
who is a Roman, and uncondemned?"  
 

2 Cor 11:24 From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one. 25 Three times I was 
beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have 
been in the deep;  

 
Acts 22:26 When the centurion heard that, he went and told the commander, saying, "Take care what 
you do, for this man is a Roman." 27 Then the commander came and said to him, "Tell me, are you a 
Roman?" He said, "Yes." 28 The commander answered, "With a large sum I obtained this citizenship." 
And Paul said, "But I was born a citizen."  
 

John 8:31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are 
My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 33 
They answered Him, "We are Abraham's descendants, and have never been in bondage to 
anyone. How can You say, 'You will be made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Most assuredly, I 
say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. 35 And a slave does not abide in the house 
forever, but a son abides forever. 36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free 
indeed.  

 
1 Cor 7:21 Were you called while a slave? Do not be concerned about it; but if you can be made 
free, rather use it. 22 For he who is called in the Lord while a slave is the Lord's freedman. 
Likewise he who is called while free is Christ's slave. 23 You were bought at a price; do not 
become slaves of men.  Also: 1 Peter 1:18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 
but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.  

 
Phil 3:20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His 
glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to 
Himself.  

 
Acts 22:29 Then immediately those who were about to examine him withdrew from him; and the 
commander was also afraid after he found out that he was a Roman, and because he had bound him. 30 
The next day, because he wanted to know for certain why he was accused by the Jews, he released him 
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from his bonds, and commanded the chief priests and all their council to appear, and brought Paul 
down and set him before them.  
 
Acts 23:1 Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, "Men and brethren, I have lived in all good 
conscience before God until this day." 2 And the high priest Ananias commanded those who stood by 
him to strike him on the mouth. 3 Then Paul said to him, "God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! 
For you sit to judge me according to the law, and do you command me to be struck contrary to the law?" 
4 And those who stood by said, "Do you revile God's high priest?" 5 Then Paul said, "I did not know, 
brethren, that he was the high priest; for it is written, 'You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.'" 
(Exodus 22:28) 
 

John 8:8 And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. 9 Then those who heard it, being 
convicted by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last. 
And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. 10 When Jesus had raised 
Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, "Woman, where are those accusers of 
yours? Has no one condemned you?" 11 She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said to her, 
"Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more."  

 
Acts 24:15 I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, that there will be a 
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust. 16 This being so, I myself always strive 
to have a conscience without offense toward God and men.  

 
1 Cor 4:1 Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2 
Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. 3 But with me it is a very small thing that 
I should be judged by you or by a human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4 For I know of 
nothing against myself, yet I am not justified by this; but He who judges me is the Lord.  
 

Heb 9:7 But into the second part [of the temple - called the holy of holies] the high priest went 
alone once a year, not without blood, which he offered for himself and for the people's sins 
committed in ignorance; 8 the Holy Spirit indicating this, that the way into the Holiest of All was 
not yet made manifest while the first tabernacle was still standing. 9 It was symbolic for the 
present time in which both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot make him who 
performed the service perfect in regard to the conscience — 10 concerned only with foods and 
drinks, various washings, and fleshly ordinances imposed until the time of reformation. 11 But 
Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect 
tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. 12 Not with the blood of goats and 
calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained 
eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling 
the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, 14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God? 15 And for this reason He is the Mediator of the 
new covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first 
covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.  

 


