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1 Samuel 3:1-4:22 
Speak Lord, for Your Servant Hears 

February 16, 2025 
S-1632-KL 

 
All verses are from the New King James Version, 1985 Thomas Nelson 

1 Samuel 2:34 Now this shall be a sign to you that will come upon your two sons, on Hophni and 
Phinehas: in one day they shall die, both of them. 35 Then I will raise up for Myself a faithful 
priest who shall do according to what is in My heart and in My mind. I will build him a sure 
house, and he shall walk before My anointed forever. 36 And it shall come to pass that everyone 
who is left in your house will come and bow down to him for a piece of silver and a morsel of 
bread, and say, "Please, put me in one of the priestly positions, that I may eat a piece of bread."'"  

 
Heb 3:5 And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those 
things which would be spoken afterward, 6 but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house 
we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.  

 
1 Sam 3:1 Now the boy Samuel ministered to the Lord before Eli. And the word of the Lord was rare in 
those days; there was no widespread revelation.  
 

Hos 3:4 For the children of Israel shall abide many days without king or prince, without sacrifice 
or sacred pillar, without ephod or teraphim.  Amos 8:11 "Behold, the days are coming," says the 
Lord God, "That I will send a famine on the land, Not a famine of bread, Nor a thirst for water, 
But of hearing the words of the Lord. 12 They shall wander from sea to sea, And from north to 
east; They shall run to and fro, seeking the word of the Lord, But shall not find it.  

 
1 Samuel 3:2 And it came to pass at that time, while Eli was lying 
down in his place, and when his eyes had begun to grow so dim that 
he could not see, 3 and before the lamp of God went out in the 
tabernacle of the Lord where the ark of God was, and while Samuel 
was lying down, 4 that the Lord called Samuel. And he answered, 
"Here I am!" 5 So he ran to Eli and said, "Here I am, for you called 
me." And he [Eli] said, "I did not call; lie down again." And he went 
and lay down. 6 Then the Lord called yet again, "Samuel!" So Samuel 

arose and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called me." He answered, "I did not call, my son; lie 
down again." 7 (Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, nor was the word of the Lord yet revealed to 
him.) 8 And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. So he arose and went to Eli, and said, "Here I 
am, for you did call me." Then Eli perceived that the Lord had called the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to 
Samuel, "Go, lie down; and it shall be, if He calls you, that you must say, 'Speak, Lord, for Your 
servant hears.'" So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 Now the Lord came and stood and called 
as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel answered, “Speak, for Your servant hears.” 11 Then 
the Lord said to Samuel: “Behold, I will do something in Israel at which both ears of everyone who 
hears it will tingle. 12 In that day I will perform against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, 
from beginning to end. 13 For I have told him that I will judge his house forever for the iniquity which 
he knows, because his sons made themselves vile, and he did not restrain them. 14 And therefore I 
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have sworn to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or 
offering forever."  
 

Rev 2:20 Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow that woman Jezebel, 
who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and 
eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 And I gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and 
she did not repent. 22 Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with 
her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds.  
 

1 Samuel 3:15 So Samuel lay down until morning, and opened the doors [curtains if still as it was built, 
but may have added doors when it became more permanent] of the house of the Lord. And Samuel was 
afraid to tell Eli the vision. 16 Then Eli called Samuel and said, "Samuel, my son!" He answered, "Here 
I am." 17 And he said, "What is the word that the Lord spoke to you? Please do not hide it from me. God 
do so to you, and more also, if you hide anything from me of all the things that He said to you." 18 Then 
Samuel told him everything, and hid nothing from him. And he said, "It is the Lord. Let Him do what 
seems good to Him." 19 So Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to 
the ground.20 And all Israel from Dan [farthest North] to Beersheba [farthest South] knew that Samuel 
had been established as a prophet of the Lord. 21 Then the Lord appeared again in Shiloh. For the Lord 
revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the Lord.  
 

1 Samuel 4:1 And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. [Septuagint 
adds: And it came to pass in those days that the Philistines gathered 
themselves together to fight against Israel.] Now Israel went out to battle 
against the Philistines, and encamped beside Ebenezer; and the Philistines 
encamped in Aphek. 2 Then the Philistines put themselves in battle array 
against Israel. And when they joined battle, Israel was defeated by the 
Philistines, who killed about four thousand men of the army in the field. 3 
And when the people had come into the camp, the elders of Israel said, 
"Why has the Lord defeated us today before the Philistines? Let us bring 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord from Shiloh (East of Aphek) to us, that 
when it comes among us it may save us from the hand of our enemies."  

 
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Figure-001-CY-Reconstruction-of-
Ark-2020-scaled.jpg  

1 Samuel 4:4 So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from there 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord of hosts, who dwells between the 
cherubim. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with 
the ark of the covenant of God. 5 And when the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord came into the camp, all Israel shouted so loudly that the earth shook. 
6 Now when the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, they said, "What 
does the sound of this great shout in the camp of the Hebrews mean?" 

Then they understood that the ark of the Lord had come into the camp. 7 So the Philistines were afraid, 
for they said, "God has come into the camp!" And they said, "Woe to us! For such a thing has never 
happened before. 8 Woe to us! Who will deliver us from the hand of these mighty gods? These are the 
gods who struck the Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderness. 9 Be strong and conduct 
yourselves like men, you Philistines, that you do not become servants of the Hebrews, as they have been 
to you. Conduct yourselves like men, and fight!" 10 So the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated, 
and every man fled to his tent. There was a very great slaughter, and there fell of Israel thirty thousand 
foot soldiers. 11 Also the ark of God was captured; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died. 
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12 Then a man of Benjamin ran from the battle line the same day, and came to Shiloh with his clothes 
torn and dirt on his head. 13 Now when he came, there was Eli, sitting on a seat by the wayside 
watching [probably with someone with good eyes to tell him what they saw], for his heart trembled for 
the ark of God. And when the man came into the city and told it, all the city cried out. 14 When Eli 
heard the noise of the outcry, he said, "What does the sound of this tumult mean?" And the man came 
quickly and told Eli. 15 Eli was ninety-eight years old, and his eyes were so dim that he could not see. 
16 Then the man said to Eli, "I am he who came from the battle. And I fled today from the battle line." 
And he said, "What happened, my son?" 17 So the messenger answered and said, "Israel has fled before 
the Philistines, and there has been a great slaughter among the people. Also your two sons, Hophni and 
Phinehas, are dead; and the ark of God has been captured." 18 Then it happened, when he made mention 
of the ark of God, that Eli fell off the seat backward by the side of the gate; and his neck was broken and 
he died, for the man was old and heavy. And he had judged Israel forty years. 19 Now his daughter-in-
law, Phinehas' wife, was with child, due to be delivered; and when she heard the news that the ark of 
God was captured, and that her father-in-law and her husband were dead, she bowed herself and gave 
birth, for her labor pains came upon her. 20 And about the time of her death the women who stood by 
her said to her, "Do not fear, for you have borne a son." But she did not answer, nor did she regard it. 21 
Then she named the child Ichabod, saying, "The glory has departed from Israel!" because the ark of God 
had been captured and because of her father-in-law and her husband. 22 And she said, "The glory has 
departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured."  

Jeremiah 7:11-14, Has this house, which is called by My name, become a den of thieves in your 
eyes? Behold, I, even I, have seen it,” says the Lord.  “But go now to My place which was in 
Shiloh, where I set My name at the first, and see what I did to it because of the wickedness of 
My people Israel. And now, because you have done all these works,” says the Lord, “and I spoke 
to you, rising up early and speaking, but you did not hear, and I called you, but you did not 
answer, therefore I will do to the house which is called by My name, in which you trust, and to 
this place which I gave to you and your fathers, as I have done to Shiloh. 

Jeremiah 26:4-9, And you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord: “If you will not listen to Me, to 
walk in My law which I have set before you, to heed the words of My servants the 
prophets whom I sent to you, both rising up early and sending them (but you have not 
heeded), then I will make this house like Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all the nations 
of the earth.” ’ ”  So the priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking 
these words in the house of the Lord. Now it happened, when Jeremiah had made an end of 
speaking all that the Lord had commanded him to speak to all the people, that the priests and the 
prophets and all the people seized him, saying, “You will surely die! Why have you prophesied 
in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, 
without an inhabitant’?” And all the people were gathered against Jeremiah in the house of 
the Lord. 

Matthew 21:12-13, Then Jesus went into the temple of God and drove out all those who bought 
and sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those 
who sold doves. And He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of 
prayer,’ but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’ ” 
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