1 Samuel 7:7-8:8

Thus Far the Lord Has Helped Us

March 16, 2025
S-1636-KLL
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1 Samuel 7:1 Then the men of Kirjath Jearim came and took the ark of the Lord [from Beth Shemesh], and
brought it into the house of Abinadab on the hill, and consecrated Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the
Lord. 2 So it was that the ark remained in Kirjath Jearim a long time; it was there twenty years. And all the
house of Israel lamented after the Lord. 3 Then Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, “If you
return to the Lord with all your hearts, then put away the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths from among
you, and prepare your hearts for the Lord, and serve Him only; and He will deliver you from the hand of
the Philistines.”

John 14:15 If you love Me [Jesus], keep My commandments. 16 And I will pray the Father, and He
will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever — 17 the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells
with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.
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burnt offering to the Lord. Then Samuel cried out to the Lord for Israel, and the Lord answered him. 10 Now
as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to battle against Israel. But the Lord
thundered with a loud thunder upon the Philistines that day, and so confused them that they were overcome
before Israel.

John 12:23 But Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come that the Son of Man should be
glorified. 24 Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it
remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. 25 He who loves his life will lose it, and he who
hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me;
and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor. 27
"Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save Me from this hour'? But for this
purpose I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify Your name." Then a voice came from heaven, saying,
"I have both glorified it and will glorify it again." 29 Therefore the people who stood by and heard it
said that it had thundered. Others said, "An angel has spoken to Him." 30 Jesus answered and said,
"This voice did not come because of Me, but for your sake. 31 Now is the judgment of this world;
now the ruler of this world will be cast out.



1 Sam 7:11 And the men of Israel went out of Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, and drove them back as
far as below Beth Car. 12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen, and called its
name Ebenezer, saying, "Thus far the Lord has helped us." 13 So the Philistines were subdued, and they
did not come anymore into the territory of Israel. And the hand of the Lord was against the Philistines all the
days of Samuel. 14 Then the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel were restored to Israel, from
Ekron to Gath; and Israel recovered its territory from the hands of the Philistines. Also there was peace
between Israel and the Amorites. 15 And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 16 He went from year
to year on a circuit to Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah, and judged Israel in all those places. 17 But he always
returned to Ramah, for his home was there. There he judged Israel, and there he built an altar to the Lord.

1 Sam 8:1 Now it came to pass when Samuel was old that he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The name
of his firstborn was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba [southern
Israel]. 3 But his sons did not walk in his ways; they turned aside after dishonest gain, took bribes, and
perverted justice.

Deut 16:18 "You shall appoint judges and officers in all your gates, which the Lord your God gives
you, according to your tribes, and they shall judge the people with just judgment. 19 You shall not
pervert justice; you shall not show partiality, nor take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise
and twists the words of the righteous. 20 You shall follow what is altogether just, that you may live
and inherit the land which the Lord your God is giving you.

1 Samuel 8:4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, 5 and said to
him, "Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now make us a king to judge us like all
the nations." 6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, "Give us a king to judge us." So Samuel
prayed to the Lord. 7 And the Lord said to Samuel, "Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you;
for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them. 8 According to
all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt, even to this day —
with which they have forsaken Me and served other gods — so they are doing to you also.



