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1 Samuel 11:1-12:25 
Do Not Go After Empty Things That Do Not Profit 

April 6, 2025 
S-1639-KL 

All verses are from the New King James Version, 1985 Thomas Nelson 
 
1 Samuel 10:24 And Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see him [Saul] whom the Lord has 
chosen, that there is no one like him among all the people?” So all the people shouted and said, 
“Long live the king!” (See 1 Samuel 16:6) 25 Then Samuel explained to the people the behavior 
of royalty, and wrote it in a book and laid it up before the Lord. And Samuel sent all the people 
away, every man to his house. 26 And Saul also went home to Gibeah [just north of Jerusalem]; 
and valiant men went with him, whose hearts God had touched. 27 But some rebels said, “How 
can this man save us?” So they despised him, and brought him no presents. But he held his 

peace.  
1 Samuel 11:1 Then Nahash the Ammonite came up and encamped against 
Jabesh Gilead [East side of the Jordan – tribe of Gad]; and all the men of 
Jabesh said to Nahash, "Make a covenant with us, and we will serve you." 2 
And Nahash the Ammonite answered them, "On this condition I will make 
a covenant with you, that I may put out all your right eyes, and bring 
reproach on all Israel." 3 Then the elders of Jabesh said to him, "Hold off 
for seven days, that we may send messengers to all the territory of Israel. 
And then, if there is no one to save us, we will come out to you."  
 
Judg 21:5 The children of Israel said, "Who is there among all the tribes of 
Israel who did not come up with the assembly to the Lord?" For they had 
made a great oath concerning anyone who had not come up to the Lord at 
Mizpah, saying, "He shall surely be put to death." 6 And the children of 

Israel grieved for Benjamin their brother, and said, "One tribe is cut off from Israel today. 7 
What shall we do for wives for those who remain, seeing we have sworn by the Lord that we will 
not give them our daughters as wives?" 8 And they said, "What one is there from the tribes of 
Israel who did not come up to Mizpah [where they prepared for civil war against Benjamin] to 
the Lord?" And, in fact, no one had come to the camp from Jabesh Gilead to the assembly. 9 For 
when the people were counted, indeed, not one of the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead was there. 10 
So the congregation sent out there twelve thousand of their most valiant men, and commanded 
them, saying, "Go and strike the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead with the edge of the sword, 
including the women and children. 11 And this is the thing that you shall do: You shall utterly 
destroy every male, and every woman who has known a man intimately." 12 So they found 
among the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead four hundred young virgins who had not known a man 

intimately; and they brought them to the camp at Shiloh, which 
is in the land of Canaan.  
 
1 Samuel 11:4 So the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul [about 
60 miles] and told the news in the hearing of the people. And all 
the people lifted up their voices and wept. 5 Now there was Saul, 
coming behind the herd from the field; and Saul said, "What 
troubles the people, that they weep?" And they told him the 
words of the men of Jabesh. 6 Then the Spirit of God came upon 
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Saul when he heard this news, and his anger was greatly aroused. 7 So he took a yoke of oxen and cut 
them in pieces, and sent them throughout all the territory of Israel by the hands of messengers, saying, 
"Whoever does not go out with Saul and Samuel to battle, so it shall be done to his oxen." And the fear 
of the Lord fell on the people, and they came out with one consent. 8 When he numbered them in Bezek, 
the children of Israel were three hundred thousand, and the men of Judah thirty thousand. 9 And they 
said to the messengers who came, "Thus you shall say to the men of Jabesh Gilead: 'Tomorrow, by the 
time the sun is hot, you shall have help.'" Then the messengers came and reported it to the men of 
Jabesh, and they were glad. 10 Therefore the men of Jabesh said [to Nahash], "Tomorrow we will come 
out to you, and you may do with us whatever seems good to you." 11 So it was, on the next day, that 
Saul put the people in three companies; and they came into the midst of the camp in the morning watch, 
and killed Ammonites until the heat of the day. And it happened that those who survived were scattered, 
so that no two of them were left together. 12 Then the people said to Samuel, "Who is he who said, 
'Shall Saul reign over us?' Bring the men, that we may put them to death." 13 But Saul said, "Not a man 
shall be put to death this day, for today the Lord has accomplished salvation in Israel." 14 Then 
Samuel said to the people, "Come, let us go to Gilgal and renew the kingdom there." 15 So all the 
people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul king before the Lord in Gilgal. There they made 
sacrifices of peace offerings before the Lord, and there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly.  
 
1 Samuel 12:1 Now Samuel said to all Israel: "Indeed I have heeded your voice in all that you said to 
me, and have made a king over you. 2 And now here is the king, walking before you; and I am old and 
grayheaded, and look, my sons are with you. I have walked before you from my childhood to this day. 3 
Here I am. Witness against me before the Lord and before His anointed: Whose ox have I taken, or 
whose donkey have I taken, or whom have I cheated? Whom have I oppressed, or from whose hand 
have I received any bribe with which to blind my eyes? I will restore it to you." 4 And they said, "You 
have not cheated us or oppressed us, nor have you taken anything from any man's hand." 5 Then he said 
to them, "The Lord is witness against you, and His anointed is witness this day, that you have not found 
anything in my hand." And they answered, "He is witness." (See Acts 20:30-34). 6 Then Samuel said to 
the people, "It is the Lord who raised up Moses and Aaron, and who brought your fathers up from the 
land of Egypt. 7 Now therefore, stand still, that I may reason with you before the Lord concerning all the 
righteous acts of the Lord which He did to you and your fathers: 8 When Jacob had gone into Egypt, and 
your fathers cried out to the Lord, then the Lord sent Moses and Aaron, who brought your fathers out of 
Egypt and made them dwell in this place. 9 And when they forgot the Lord their God, He sold them into 
the hand of Sisera, commander of the army of Hazor, into the hand of the Philistines, and into the hand 
of the king of Moab; and they fought against them. 10 Then they cried out to the Lord, and said, 'We 
have sinned, because we have forsaken the Lord and served the Baals and Ashtoreths; but now deliver 
us from the hand of our enemies, and we will serve You.' 11 And the Lord sent Jerubbaal, Bedan, 
Jephthah, and Samuel, and delivered you out of the hand of your enemies on every side; and you dwelt 
in safety. 12 And when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites came against you, you said to me, 
'No, but a king shall reign over us,' when the Lord your God was your king. 13 "Now therefore, here is 
the king whom you have chosen and whom you have desired. And take note, the Lord has set a king 
over you. 14 If you fear the Lord and serve Him and obey His voice, and do not rebel against the 
commandment of the Lord, then both you and the king who reigns over you will continue following the 
Lord your God. 15 However, if you do not obey the voice of the Lord, but rebel against the 
commandment of the Lord, then the hand of the Lord will be against you, as it was against your fathers. 
16 "Now therefore, stand and see this great thing which the Lord will do before your eyes: 17 Is today 
not the wheat harvest? I will call to the Lord, and He will send thunder and rain, that you may perceive 
and see that your wickedness is great, which you have done in the sight of the Lord, in asking a king for 
yourselves." 18 So Samuel called to the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and rain that day; and all the 
people greatly feared the Lord and Samuel. 19 And all the people said to Samuel, "Pray for your 
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servants to the Lord your God, that we may not die; for we have added to all our sins the evil of 
asking a king for ourselves." (See 2 Peter 1:1-4) 20 Then Samuel said to the people, "Do not fear. You 
have done all this wickedness; yet do not turn aside from following the Lord, but serve the Lord with all 
your heart. 21 And do not turn aside; for then you would go after empty things which cannot profit 
or deliver, for they are nothing. 22 For the Lord will not forsake His people, for His great name's sake, 
because it has pleased the Lord to make you His people. 23 Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I 
should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you; but I will teach you the good and the right way. 
24 Only fear the Lord, and serve Him in truth with all your heart; for consider what great things He has 
done for you. 25 But if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and your king."  
 

John 17:15 I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep 
them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify 
them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them 
into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the 
truth. 20 "I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their 
word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be 
one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You gave Me I 
have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me; that they 
may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have 
loved them as You have loved Me. 24 "Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may 
be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You 
loved Me before the foundation of the world.  


