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1 Samuel 14:24-15:3 
But He Did Not Answer Him That Day 

April 27, 2025 
S-1642-KL 

All verses are from the New King James Version, 1985 Thomas Nelson 

1 Samuel 14:19 Now it happened, while Saul talked to the priest [to determine what God wanted Saul to 
do about entering the battle against the Philistines], that the noise which was in the camp of the 
Philistines continued to increase; so Saul said to the priest, "Withdraw your hand." 20 Then Saul and all 
the people who were with him assembled, and they went to the battle; and indeed every man's [of the 
Philistines] sword was against his neighbor, and there was very great confusion. 21 Moreover the 

Hebrews who were with the Philistines before that time [traitors], 
who went up with them into the camp from the surrounding 
country, they also joined the Israelites who were with Saul and 
Jonathan. 22 Likewise all the men of Israel who had hidden in the 
mountains of Ephraim, when they heard that the Philistines fled, 
they also followed hard after them in the battle. 23 So the Lord 
saved Israel that day, and the battle shifted to Beth Aven [also 
called Beth-Horon].  Samuel 24 And the men of Israel were 
distressed that day, for Saul had placed the people under oath, 
saying, "Cursed is the man who eats any food until evening, 
before I have taken vengeance on my enemies." So none of the 
people tasted food. 25 Now all the people of the land came to a 
forest; and there was honey on the ground. 26 And when the 

people had come into the woods, there was the honey, dripping; but no one put his hand to his mouth, 
for the people feared the oath.  

Psalm 119:102-103.  I have not departed from Your judgments, For You Yourself have taught 
me.  How sweet are Your words to my taste, Sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

 
27 But Jonathan [who by faith had taken on the entire army of the Philistines with just he and his armor 
bearer] had not heard his father charge the people with the oath; therefore he stretched out the end of the 
rod that was in his hand and dipped it in a honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth; and his 
countenance brightened. 28 Then one of the people said, "Your father strictly charged the people with an 
oath, saying, 'Cursed is the man who eats food this day.'" And the people were faint. 29 But Jonathan 
said, "My father has troubled the land. Look now, how my countenance has brightened because I tasted 
a little of this honey. 30 How much better if the people had eaten freely today of the spoil of their 
enemies which they found! For now would there not have been a much greater slaughter among the 
Philistines?" 31 Now they had driven back the Philistines that day from Michmash to Aijalon. So the 
people were very faint. 32 And the people rushed on the spoil, and took sheep, oxen, and calves, and 
slaughtered them on the ground; and the people ate them with the blood.  
 

Lev 17:11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to 
make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.' 12 
Therefore I said to the children of Israel, 'No one among you shall eat blood, nor shall any 
stranger who dwells among you eat blood.' 13 "Whatever man of the children of Israel, or of the 
strangers who dwell among you, who hunts and catches any animal or bird that may be eaten, he 
shall pour out its blood and cover it with dust; 14 for it is the life of all flesh. Its blood sustains 
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its life. Therefore I said to the children of Israel, 'You shall not eat the blood of any flesh, for the 
life of all flesh is its blood. Whoever eats it shall be cut off.'  

 
1 Samuel 14:33 Then they told Saul, saying, "Look, the people are sinning against the Lord by eating 
with the blood!" So he said, "You have dealt treacherously; roll a large stone to me this day." 34 Then 
Saul said, "Disperse yourselves among the people, and say to them, 'Bring me here every man's ox and 
every man's sheep, slaughter them here, and eat; and do not sin against the Lord by eating with the 
blood.'" So every one of the people brought his ox with him that night, and slaughtered it there. 35 Then 
Saul built an altar to the Lord. This was the first altar that he built to the Lord. 36 Now Saul said, "Let us 
go down after the Philistines by night, and plunder them until the morning light; and let us not leave a 
man of them." And they said, "Do whatever seems good to you." Then the priest said, "Let us draw near 
to God here." 37 So Saul asked counsel of God, "Shall I go down after the Philistines? Will You deliver 
them into the hand of Israel?" But He did not answer him that day. 38 And Saul said, "Come over 
here, all you chiefs of the people, and know and see what this sin was today. 39 For as the Lord lives, 
who saves Israel, though it be in Jonathan my son, he shall surely die." But not a man among all the 
people answered him. 40 Then he said to all Israel, "You be on one side, and my son Jonathan and I will 
be on the other side." And the people said to Saul, "Do what seems good to you." 41 Therefore Saul said 
to the Lord God of Israel, "Give a perfect lot." So Saul and Jonathan were taken, but the people escaped. 
42 And Saul said, "Cast lots between my son Jonathan and me." So Jonathan was taken. 43 Then Saul 
said to Jonathan, "Tell me what you have done." And Jonathan told him, and said, "I only tasted a little 
honey with the end of the rod that was in my hand. So now I must die!" 44 Saul answered, "God do so 
and more also; for you shall surely die, Jonathan." 45 But the people said to Saul, "Shall Jonathan die, 
who has accomplished this great deliverance in Israel? Certainly not! As the Lord lives, not one hair of 
his head shall fall to the ground, for he has worked with God this day." So the people rescued 
Jonathan, and he did not die. 46 Then Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, and the Philistines 
went to their own place. 47 So Saul established his sovereignty over Israel, and fought against all his 
enemies on every side, against Moab [central Jordan today], against the people of Ammon [northern 
Jordan], against Edom [southern Jordan], against the kings of Zobah [between Damascus and 
Euphrates - Psalm 60], and against the Philistines [Gaza/coastlands today]. Wherever he turned, he 
harassed them. 48 And he gathered an army and attacked the Amalekites, and delivered Israel from the 
hands of those who plundered them.  
 

Gen 36:12 Now Timna was the concubine of Eliphaz, Esau's son, and she bore Amalek to 
Eliphaz. These were the sons of Adah, Esau's wife.  
 
Ex 17:8 Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 9 And Moses said to Joshua, 
"Choose us some men and go out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the 
hill with the rod of God in my hand." 10 So Joshua did as Moses said to him, and fought with 
Amalek. And Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 And so it was, when 
Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 
12 But Moses' hands became heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it. 
And Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side; and his 
hands were steady until the going down of the sun. 13 So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people 
with the edge of the sword. 14 Then the Lord said to Moses, "Write this for a memorial in the 
book and recount it in the hearing of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of 
Amalek from under heaven." 15 And Moses built an altar and called its name, The-Lord-Is-My-
Banner; 16 for he said, "Because the Lord has sworn: the Lord will have war with Amalek from 
generation to generation."  
 
Deut 25:17 "Remember what Amalek did to you on the way as you were coming out of Egypt, 18 how he 
met you on the way and attacked your rear ranks, all the stragglers at your rear, when you were tired and 
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weary; and he did not fear God. 19 Therefore it shall be, when the Lord your God has given you rest from 
your enemies all around, in the land which the Lord your God is giving you to possess as an inheritance, 
that you will blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. You shall not forget.  

 
1 Samuel 14:49 The sons of Saul were Jonathan, Jishui, and Malchishua. And the names of his two 
daughters were these: the name of the firstborn Merab, and the name of the younger Michal. 50 The 
name of Saul's wife was Ahinoam the daughter of Ahimaaz. And the name of the commander of his 
army was Abner the son of Ner, Saul's uncle. 51 Kish was the father of Saul, and Ner the father of 
Abner was the son of Abiel. 52 Now there was fierce war with the Philistines all the days of Saul. And 
when Saul saw any strong man or any valiant man, he took him for himself.  
 
1 Samuel 15:1 Samuel also said to Saul, "The Lord sent me to anoint you king over His people, over 
Israel. Now therefore, heed the voice of the words of the Lord. 2 Thus says the Lord of hosts: 'I will 
punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he ambushed him on the way when he came up from 
Egypt. 3 Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them. But 
kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.'"  


