
ffiVffiffi SlNC€ '?948 and the establishment Israel and her surroundrng neighbors. This signing of a peace

of the state of Israel, the world of prophecy agreernenl nrll be the starl ol the 70't' week of Daniel. This
has been rightfully become laser focused. idea conres prinrarilr'fi'om Daniel 9:27 which reads, "And he

We realize that the prophecies predicting the restoration
of the |ewish people would also signifii that the end of the
end of the age would have arrived, It is for good reason
that Israel has earned the monike4 "God's prophetic time
clockl' Hal Lindsey published his booh The Late Great
Planet Earthin7970 right after the Six-Day War in which
Israel regained sovereignty of the Temple Mount after
7897 years. He understood that we were living in the
times of the signs.

Fifty-five years late4, prophery watchers are keeping their
eyes open for signs and current evehts to further reveal
the maturation of the coming beast system and arrival of
the 70tr week of Daniel. This brings with it the need to be
very careful in how we interpret the Bible. Those who are
seeking to understand the times often get accused of what
is knor,rrn as "newspaper exegesisJ' This accusation is often
made by those who arent prophery watchers, but at the
same time, this criticism has shov,rn itself to sometimes be
justified. We need to be careful notto allow current events to
disproportionately influence our interpretation of the Bible,
especially prophetic texts.

How do we know what to look for? If we get our ,

interpretation of a biblical text incorrect it can lead us to look :

in the wrong place among current events. AIso, we could end ,

up attributrng meaning to a current event that actually ends
up being misplaced.

I believe we are seeing some of this right now. Recently,
it's been in the news that President Trump is trying really
hard to bring more Middle Eastern countries into the
Abrahamic Accords framework with Israel. Back in 2020, .

Trump secured agreements and normaiization between :

Israel, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Morocco, ,

and Sudan [in motion to be ratifiedJ. Now he is looking
to bring in Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, and Syria with Egypt .

[1979) and Jordan [1994) as candidates to reaffirm their :

previous peace agreements with Israel under the new '

banner of the Abrahamic Accords.
This has led many people to write into us or make

comments on social media that because Trump is seeking to
bring a comprehensive peace agreement to the Middle East,

they are asking if it is possible that Trump is the antichrist.
\Mhy would they think this?

It has been ihe traditional viewpoint that the antichrist
will burst on the scene and make a peace agreement with

shall conf rnt rhe cot'enant tvith ntant, for one week: and in the

ntidst oJ the r','es( ,ire shall catLse the socnfice and the oblation
ta cease, aiia ar iire ouelsplen,ltitg of abontmations he shall
ntake it de-.ri.r:: e';eit untli :i',t constunntafion, and that
deterntinett s,;:, ji ., rr0ur"d upi,: .l;e desolole" (K|\ll

This n:liiuona. r-leripoini has been around a long time
and it can be drtticLi,t lor peopie to think outside the box. This
includes mr, .\ :ei','\.e:.rs ago lbr lun, I began to question the
accllracl' oi :lan'r' llr:linG 0l eschatology. I wanted to give a

fresh elaluancn cf ,,'aic,Lrs Oaditronal viewpoints. Daniel
9:27 and the :.:ce aq'eement idea was one of them. I had
taught tha.t Dani:i 9:17 \ras a peace agreement for 25 years

as this rlas ,,r :at . .earned as a young Christian. It's healthyto
deconsfi-rrct :h:olo3lcal newpoints attimes and ask whether
it can h11,,' ,.e l:iended from the text itself. Atthat time, I was
also lookns a: :he traditronal meaning of 2 Thessalonians
2:3 surro.r:ro.rg the debate of the word "apostasyJ' During
m\- '--..'--' i came across a very well-done exegetical
COmillelr-;.:-1.-

The'j:,:l: is htled, Daniel: Evangelical Exegetical

Corni:::-. -;'-, and is n ritten by Hebrew scholar J. Paul Tanner

[pubiis:r..i .n 2019 by Lexham PressJ. In this commentary
he askei a s.mple question about Daniel 9:27. Where in the
entire c,:rter1 of Danrel 9 does the word "peace" appear? It
does r.rc,t Th: i,,.ord peace [Hebrew shalom) only appears 3x
in the enrr.e rook olDaniel (4:1; 6:25; 10:19) and none of
them ha,.-: ani'cor.rnection to the covenant of Daniel 9:27.

Should ri:,s matter? Shouldn't we get our interpretation
from the te:t oi Scripture itself and not read into it? Does

conte\1 l:antrl I hope all of us wouid say "YESI" From that
polnt orr I 'c:san to analyze the covenantof Daniel9:27 within
the conr::'t r: f the book of Daniel itself. How does Daniel use

the u'orc : r,', e:rant and what other contextual indicators are

there th:i ;;r. ::e1p us properly understand what Daniel was
referrins t:l Il lhere is no "peace agreement/covenant" in
Daniel 9:l- ::rade bi,the antichrist then this understanding
should cen:inll iufluence what we are looking for in the
geopolincal .c nte$,

If there .s :ro ':eace agreement, then anythingthatTrump for
another ,,iorld leaderJ does in trying to make a comprehensive
secllntl' [or peace) agreement with Israe] and its neighbors
has no speciiic prophetrc fulfillment related to Daniel 9:27.

It might have other prophenc ramifications [cf. Rev 6:1.-4; 1.

Thess 5 : 3 ll but it is not directly related to Daniel 9:27 .
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Second$ it removes the temptation to call Trump the
antichrist by citing Daniel 9 : 2 7 as proof. Anyone that does this
because of an association with an alleged peace agreement
is misinformed and their prophetic conjectures should be
ignored and rejected.

In the rest of this article, I want to share with you the data
from the Bible and how we can simply let the authoritative
text of Scripture speak for itself. We will also examine how
arriving at a proper understanding ofthe covenant ofDaniel
9:27 proides some interesting correlations with what
Paul discusses as the "rebellion and the man of sin" in 2

Thessalonians 2:3.

{J N DERSTAN DI NG TF{ H BAEKGROI.IN E
TO DAMIHL9:27

No doubt, there are many opinions and thoughts on the
entire 70tr week of Daniel (9:24-27). As I was pondering
this entire passage I was reminded that Jesus in the
Olivet Discourse gave us the key to understand what was
happening. He said, "So, when you see the abomination of
desolation spoken ofby the prophet Daniel, standing in
the holy place (let the reader understand, then let those in

Judea flee to the mountqins" (Matthew 24:1,5-1,6). What we
find interesting in this passage is that Jesus makes a direct
correlation to a historical event which is mentioned in the
bookofDaniel.Yet He says thatthis eventis goingto happen
again in the future time of the tribulation period. The key
event is what ]esus calls the alomination of desolation.
This incident is mentioned specifically in the book of Daniel
as fesus said. We read, "And forces shall be mustered by
him, and they shall defile the sanctuary fortress; then they

shall take away the daily sacriftces, and place there the
abominqtion of desolation" [Dan 11:31; also 9:27 and
72:LL).

As you can see when we compare Daniel9,.27, Matthew
24:L5 and Daniel 11:31, tlere are many similarities. We
see in Daniel 9:27 and 11:31that sarifices are stopped, In
Daniel9:27,11:31 and Matthew 24:15 allmake reference to
the abomination of desolation. Combining all three of these
together we recognize that the abomination of desolation
occurs in the middle of the ribulation after the antichrist
stops the sacrifices and offerings. This brings up the
question*what was the First Abomination of Desolation?
. A desecration of a holyplace
. First historical fulfillment is widely associated with the
Greek Seleucid King Antiochus IV Epiphanes (who ruled
from775 to 164 BCJ

. In 1,67 BC, he desecrated the Second Temple in Jerusalem
by stopping the Mosaic sacrifices, erecting an altar to Zeus,

sacrificing a pig on it and banning fewish rituals [detailed in
l Maccabees 7:27-59 and 2 Maccabees 6:1-7J
. This event led to the Maccabean Revolt
. Afterthe altar and Temple were cleansed, the feast of
Hannukah was established

This first instance of the abomination of desolation
happened around 200 years before ]esus spoke His words
on the Mount of 0lives, The Holy Spirit said, "let the reader
understand," which should point us to a major truth. A key
which unlock the mystery so to speak He tells us to pay

attention to the historical figure of Antiochus Epiphanes. It is
well known that most prophecy teachers recognize that the
Antiochus Epiphanes is a type or pattern ofthe final antichrist.
(See the chart below comparirg these 2 biblical figures)

Similarity "En{iockus trIr
Epiphanes {IS7 BG} future ilntichrist Scripture References

Ji.rroEance aad
Blaspherny

Exalted himself above aU. gods, elaiming
diYino stalrls"

Sp*aks against God. ox*ltir:g himself
sl:ove all th*t is called $sd" Con€lanily
blasphemes the God of lleaven

Sanietr i 1:3$-3?t Daniel 7:35;
2 Thessatronians ?:4; Rav 13:6

Desecratioa ol the
Te;npl*

Set *p a.n ahar to ZeBts, saerificed a plg
{ebominati$n *f <ie*olation}.

1ffill rommit ar abominaiion of desoietion
in a lutwe temple. E&CER?O DESECRA"E
eOD'sNAME

Dani*i I 1:31: i3:i l; Daniei 9:?7;
Matlhow ?4: l5; 2 The*ealonian* 3:S4

Fersacntian of
God's Peopl*

Emed Jawish practices, kiilcd those whn
resist€d-

Will wage wx against th* sainls during
th* tribulatioa.

Daniel 1i;32-35; Ilaniel 7;?1;
Revelati$n 13:?

De&and {o:
Worship

Demanded warship as 'Epipha*ee" {God
maruife*t),

Will d*mand q:loi:al wcrship, exalting
himself as 6$d.,

Saniel I l:38-31; 2 The*s*lonians 2:4;
*evelalion 13:4, I

Rise Through
Ileeepiion Gain*rl power through Sariery end deceit. Ri*es through deception ;rnd f*J6e

miraclcs.
Danietr I 1 ril -23: 2 Thessaloalana 3:*
10t iewelalicn 13:14

Lirnit*d Raig'a of
Ter:or

pers€cl:.iion lasted *3 years {2308
e?eni:lEslmorJdilg$1.

&ulee lor 42 r:oaths {3.5 y*arsi **ring the
last hait of the ?'year tribulatiox.

Daniel 8r1{; Daniel ?:85; &evelatio*

"Little l{arn"
SymJeollsm

S€et"r *:3 the "little hora" fror:r ihe Greak
errrpire.

Described as the "little h*m" from the
fina! *rnpire" D*niel 8:3-i2; Daniel 7:8, 2S9$

Opposltlo* to
(iod's Laws

Eanned cir**.rneisian, Sabllath, and altered
]ewish lavr*. Wil] seek ro chanqe lirna* and laws. D*niel l1;30-31; Daniel 7;*S

$upemataral Xise
and Defeat

flmp*wered nrpernatrrally
Died suddenly. possrbly by drvrnc
jndgmer:t.

f; mpou'*red supernatr:rally.
l)efeated by Christ at His retuf.t"

Ilanietr 8:24; I tr:45; Feveiation 13:2, 4
2 The*sal*nians ?;&S; Revoialian
l9:frO

foreshadowixg in
Prophecy

ful{il}s part* of D*":iiel's pr*pheeies a* a
t)?e' Ultimate fuliillment as the final Anlichrist. Baniel I l:21-35; Daniel 1l;3&,{5;

Revelation 13:l-]8
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Antiochus Epiphanes' actions revolve around his hatred
for the Jews and their devotion to the Mosaic covenant of
God fTemple sacrifices, circumcision, sabbath, and other
Mosaic LawsJ. Notice the following verses describing his
antics related to the covenant of Moses:
. Daniel 1L:28: 'i..his heart shall be moved against

the holycovenantJ'
. Daniel 11:30: 'l,.and return in rage against

the holy covenantJ'
. Daniel ll-:30: "...and showregard forthose
who forsake the holy covenant'
. Daniel 11:31: 'i..then they shalltake away the daily
sacrifices, and place there the abomination of desolationl'
Daniel 11:32: "Those who do wickedly against the

covenant he shall corrupt with flattery.,J'

My approach when interpreting a text is to first look at the
individual words in any passage and then make an inventory
of a specific word as it is used in the rest of the book In this
case, the word "covenant" {Hebrew b'riyf) occurs a total of 7x
in 6 verses in the book of Daniel [Dan 9:4, 27; \1.:22,28,30-
2a32).\.{/hen you look at the six othenoccurrences outside
of Daniel 9:27 it is apparent that the covenant in view is the
Mosaic covenant that God made with the people of Israel

through Moses (Exodu s 24:7 -B; 34:27).

It's also evident looking at the various occurrences that
sometimes the word holy is attached and other times it is not.

There is no overt explanation for this, but even without the
word holy the clear intended meaning of covenant is to the
Mosaic covenant in the various instances.

Since the wordb'riytreferences the Mosaic covenant in the
rest ofthe book of Daniel, it is reasonable to at least begin
with the possibility that the remaining occurrence in 9:27
is also a reference to the Mosaic covenant. I think when we
examine the context of this verse, it becomes quite clear that
it indeed is a reference to the covenant of Moses also.

Before diving into the text of 9:27, we can learn a few
more characteristics of the antichrist figure when comparing
the information in the chart above between Antiochus
Epiphanes and the future antichrist, We learn thatAntiochus
was a master blasphemer; desecrated the Temple; set up the
abomination; persecuted God's people and soughtto disrupt
and change the Mosaic covenant [Dan 8:9-L4; 11:21-35). In
similar fashion, the future antichrist will seek to do all these

and more (Dan7:25;71:36-45; Rev 13; 2 Thess 2:3-L0).

If this is the destiny of the future antichrist why would
we be surprised that he is going to be determined to help
arrange, promote, and secure the rebuilding of the Third
Temple and the reinstitution of the Mosaic covenant for the

Jewish people? The reason he willbe very eager to help the

Jewish people is because he needs it to be built so that he can

perform the most blasphemous acts possible on the most
sacred place in the Bible; ferusalem and the Temple Mount
itselfl and the inner portion of the Temple. fesus said the
abomination of desolation would be "standing in the holy
place" of the Temple [Matt 24:15; Mark 13:14J.

UNBHRS?AS{mlNG T}lE THXT CIF DAh{lEl- 9:27

Before trying to seek ttre interpretatiorl let's just examine

the parts of the text. The most importantteclion of the entire
verse for us is the first sentence in which you will find it has

a few variations depending on the English translation you

use. Ofcourse, it is best to operate from the original Hebrew I
learned Hebrew 20 years ago and took two years ofHebrew
in seminary and this passage is not overly complicated, I
share that only so the readers can understand the offering
of my ovrn literal ffanslation which will hopefully bring out
some of the nuances. Nevertheless, you will see that if you

look atvarious English translations, my summary ffanslation
will be mostly evidenced in the different English versions.

Two of the most literal translations in English are the King

James Version and the New American Standard Bible. LeCs

focus on the first part of D aniel9:27 .

The King James reads, " And he shall confirm the covenant
with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall
cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease!'

The New American Standard Bible reads, "And he will
make a firm covenant with the many for one weel<, but
in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and
grain offering!'

The New English Translation Septuagint is an English

translation of the Old Testament Greekwhich was published
in 2007 .lt reads, " And the covenant will prevail for many,
and it will return again and be rebuilt broad and long!'

If I were to offer up a more literal translation, it
would read, "And he shall cause the covenant to
prevail for the many for one wee\ and in the middle

of the week he shall put an end to sacrifice and offering!'
The Hebrew verb for "confirm" or "make strong" or

"cause to prev.ail" is gabar andis what is known in Hebrew
grammar as being in the hiphil form (the causativeJ. This
specific form of this verb only occurs twice in the entire
Bible. It also occurs in Psalm LZ:4which reads as follows in
the KJV and ESV. "Who have sai4 With our tongue will we
prevail; our lips are otJr own: who ls lord over us?" (KfVJ.

And also, "those who say, "With our tongue we will prevail,
our lips are with us; who is master over us?" (ESV), Both of
these render the Hebrew verb as "prevail" which fits very
nicely in the flow of Daniel9:27.

We have already discussed the occurrences of the Hebrew
word for covenant in the book of Daniel above which will
help puttogetherthe meaning of this verse in context.

UNNERSTANDINfi THE

INTERPRETATION OF DAIII I EL 9:27

So now that we have covered some of the important
textual elements in the verse, what does it mean? How
should we interpret this passage? Based on the background
of Antiochus Epiphanes' connection to the violation of the
Mosaic covenant and its future links to the coming antichrist,
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of f*e Third Ternpte and far f&e rernsfifufron af the M*ssrr eovenmmf far the Jewish peapll,"

we can make some sffaightforward conclusions. Going back
to my translation, which has other corroboratiorL we can

understand whatthis text is sayrng.

The future antichrist is going to arrive on the scene at the
end of the age. We do not know exactly what his political
position will be just prior to the start of the 70tr week of
Daniel. He doesn't receive full unlimited tyrannical authority
until the midpoint of the ffibulation where the Bible says he
will then rule for 42 months during the second half [Daniel
7:25;12:7; Rev L3:5).

Daniel writes ," And he shall cause the covenant to prevail

for the many for one weeh and in the middle of the week he

shall put an end to sacrifice and ffiring."
So, this brings up the question we brought up at the

beginning of this article. \Mhat exactly is the covenant?
Is it the Mosaic covenant which is caused to prevail or is
a comprehensive peace agreement between Israel and
other nations which is caused to prevail fstrengthenedJ?
As I said at the start, the traditional interpretation is that
it is a peace agreement.

Two details stand out against this. viewpoint. The first
is what we have already discussed. The word "covenant"

in the book of Daniel always refers to the sacred Mosaic
covenant of Daniel's day. It seems out of place that Daniel
would suddenly use this word to refer to an external "peace"

agreement involving the antichrist with Israel and others.
Historically speaking we know that Israel as a nation

was kicked out of the land of Israel in 70 AD and finally in
135 AD. They roamed the nations of the world until 1948
when the state of Israel was established, Yet we also know
that it was not established as a theocratic nation with the
Mosaic covenant and the Temple services at the forefoont. In
fact, it was established predominately by secular atheists/
agnostics. This is why there was and still is some resistance
by orthodox religious Jews to the establishment of the state
of Israel. If they had their way, they would immediately
reestablish the Mosaic covenant [TorahJ throughout the land
and also rapidly rebuild the Temple. \Mhen the false messiah
(antichristJ comes on the scene and is in a position to "cause

the covenant to prevail for the many for one week" he will be
received with open arms,

The second detail, which stands against Daniel 9:27 as

a peace a$eement, is the context of the entire chapter.
Paul Tanner in his excellent Daniel commentary writes,

"The problem with this view is that there is nothing in the
context to support the idea that a peace treaty or covenant
of protection is in view, nor is this thesis taught elsewhere

in Scripture. Yet the clntext of Dan 9:27 does support an

alternative view, The fact that he eventually "puts an end
to sacrifice and ffiring" suggests that this covenant has

something to do with the ancient Mosaic law. If the antichrist's
purpose is to masquerade and deceive the Jewish people into
thinking he is the real Messiah, then it makes sense that this
covenantin Dan 9:27 isrelatedto the Mosaiclaw.Inlight ofthe
contextual clue about"sacrit'ice and offering," thewords "make

a covenant" are best understood to mean that the antichrist
will pose as a false messiah who dupes Israel (at least initially)
and causes the Mosaic covenant to prevail in the land (i.e.,

he enforces it). Actually, the expectntio4 in orthodox Jewish
eschanlogy k that Mesiah will uphold the Mosaic law and

usher in an age of righteousnes!' (p.592).
Chabad is one of the largest orthodox fewish groups in the

world. According to their website about "what is the Jewish
belief about the Messiah?" They write:

"Moshiach will first rebuild the Temple and then
gather in the exiles. Jerusalem and the Temple will be
the focus of divine worship, and "from Zion shall go forth
Torah, and the word of the L-rd from Jerusalem. The

Sanhedrin-the supreme Jewish law court of TL sages-
will be re-established and will decide on all matters of
law. At this time, all Jews wiII return to full Torah
observance and practice,"

According to the Jewfaq.org website, their expectations of
the Messiah are similar:

. The Messiah will bring about the political and
spiritual redemption of the Jewish people by bringing us
back to Israel and restoring ferusalem (lsaiah L7:L7-12;

Jeremiah 23:B; 30:3; Hosea 3:4-5J.
. He will establish a government in Israel that will be

the center of all world government both for Jews and
gentiles (lsaiah 2:2- 4 ; 1.1.:10 ; 42:L).

. He willrebuild the Temple and re-establish its
worship (Jeremiah 33:18).

. He will restore the religious court system of Israel and

establish |ewish law as the law of the land [Jer 33i15).
It is quite evident that when the false messiah appears and

causes the Mosaic covenantto prevailin the land of Israel, the
religious )ewish people will accept it wholeheartedly

These details align very nicely with the idea that Daniel

9:27 refers to the establishment of the covenant of Moses

[TorahJ and not a peace covenant. Those that think it might
be a comprehensive peace agreement often appeal to the
phrase, "the many" in9l.27 as apeace covenantnotwith Israel

directly but with surrounding nations. According to this view,
the antichrist is going to come in strong and establish a peace

covenant with the many surrounding enemy nations and

allow Israel to rebuild their Temple. This sounds attractive
and has been the traditional idea but it lacks contextual

support as we have already demonsffated.

Secondly, the phrase "the many" or "with many" is

interesting also, The phrase in Hebrew reads, "la'rabiym,"

and this exact phrase occurs in Daniel 11:33 referring to the

fewish people, not other nations. The "1a" on the front is a
preposition meaning "for the" and when connected with
"rabiym" means "for the many" or interpreted "for the |ews."
This agrees with 11:33 and also makes great sense that
the antichrist will cause the Mosaic covenant to prevail for
the ]ewish people which had been absent for centuries
as they lived outside the land. As I noted, the current
religious orthodox |ews are super eager to reestablish the

www.prophecywa [chers.conr 09.2A25 Prophecy Watcher I zs



"f'ys t*xg considers d thstf&e mrltrrc& rist e*atd be tt:re terlder *f ths Reqrivedfformmrp ffmpire

law of Moses throughoutthe land of Israel. Right now, there

are very few covenantal elements that are mandatory in
the land. The rabbis desire full compliance to the Mosaic

system, including the Temple services and sacrifices.

Some people who have held to the peace agreement

idea try to connect Daniel 9:27 to l- Thessalonians 5:4

which reads, 'While people are saying "There is peace and

securityi'then sudden desffucrion will come upon them as

labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not
escape." They will take the word peace from this passage and

then connect it to Daniel 9:27. Obviously, Paul,describes that
at the beginning of the day of the Lord many people who are

unawarewill be caughtbythe sudden arrival and desffuctive

stages of the day of the Lord. This is in complete agreement

with what Jesus described in Luke 17:22-37 in comparing
the days of Noah and Lot with the days of the Son of Man.

People will be living in a relatively normal phase of casual

living being unaware that once the rescue takes place (the

raptureJ, then destruction will arrive.

Instead of inherently tying this to Daniel 9:27 where the

word "peace" does not appea4, there is another place where

indeed we are told there willbe "peace" before desffuction.

And that is found in Revelation 6:1'4. The first rider on the

white horse is generally considered to be the beginnings

of the arrival of the antichrist systerq not necessarily the
person of the antichrist [even though there is some obvious

connectionJ. We lcrow that the antichrist is involved in the

beginning of the 70e week of Daniel from Daniel9:Z7 and?
Thessalonian s2:3-4.

\Mhat we are not told is the gap of time between the

opening of the first seal [white horse) and the second seal

(red horseJ. Revelation 6:4 reads, "And out came another

horse, bright red. I* rider was permitted to take peace from
the earth, so thatpeople should slay one another, and he was

given a great sword!' Note that we do have in this context
peace being specifically mentioned, followed by a 1/+ of the
earth being killed by the 4 plagues.

So, Paul's description of peace and safety followed by
sudden destruction as evidence of the start of the day of
the Lord fits very well with Revelation 6:L-4 (compare

with 1 Thess 5:2-3J, The gap of time between the riding
ofthe first horseman and the second could be right on top

of one another. Another angle that helps contribute to the

understanding of Daniel 9:27,to some degree, is pondering

the question of the ethnic heritage of the coming antichrist.

We will now discuss briefly this debate.

!S THH AruTIEHR'5TJMW'sI{ O& A CEruflLH?

This topic initiates much discussion in the prophety
world. There are manywho thinkthatthe antichristwill be

Jewish. The main reasons are that it se6ms inconceivable

thatthe fews would accept or receive someone as Messiah

who is not Jewish. fohn in his gospel wrote that Jesus
revealed His Messiahship to the woman at the well (fohn
4:26).lnthe very next chapte6,fohn writes in which Jesus
said, "1 have come in my Father's name and yau do not
receive Me las Messiah], if another comes in his own name,

you will receive him [as Messiah] J'

Jesus speaks in classic Hebrew parallelism in this verse.

It is quite reasonable that the rejection that f esus mentions

is in regard to His Messiahship. In the next phrase, the

acceptance by the fews of someone else is also in regard

to that person's Messianic claim. Therefore, since the Jews
will receive someone (antichrist) as Messiah, it is unlikely
that he would be a Gentile.

Another interesting nugget of information comes from the

book of Daniel describingthe person of the future antichrist.

Daniel 11:37 reads in th. $V "Neither shall he regard the

God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any

god: for he shall magnifu himself above all!' This phrase is very
important. Most English versions read, "gods of his fathers"

conveying that the antichrist will not follow the pagan gods

of his fathers. Howeve4, the KJV doesn t translate it this way

fnor the NI{VJ, They both translate as a singula4 "God of his

fathers" which provides a connection to the fewish heritage

of the antichrist. Ultimately, what does the Hebrew text read?

Hebrew can be tricky in that the word Elohlm is technically

a grammatically plural word (grods], but it almost always

the word used for Yahweh God. This is very well lmor,rm in
Hebrew studies. Howeve4, it is not simply just the word
Elohimwhichoccurs here. It is a very specific phrase.

Paul Tannet a Hebrew scholar examines all the places this

phrasg "God of his fathers" from Daniel 11:37 appears in the

Old Testament. He writes,
"This is a common expression in the 0T (used at least

forty-five times) that is always for Yahweh God of the Bible.

The expression of (dloh€'dbdtary), "the God of his fathers"
appears 45x in the 0T: Exod 3:73, L5, 16; 4:5; Deut 1:17, 21;

4:1; 6:3; 12:1; 26:7; 27:3;29:24;Josh L8:3; Judg 2:12; 2 Kgs

2L:22; Dan 17:37; Ezra 7:27; B:28; 10:L1; L Chr 5:25; L2:18;

29:20;2 Chr 7:22;1L:L6; L3:12,18; 14:3; 15:12; 19:4;20:6,33;

21:10; 24:LB,24; 28:6,9,25; 29:5; 30:7, L9,22; 33:72; 34:32,

33; 36:15. ln addition, we find "the God of his father (sg)"
(loh€' apiw) three times : Gen 46: 7 ; 2 Chr 1 7 : 4 ; 34 : 3 ; and "the

God of your father" (lohA'aptka) four times: Gen 46:3; 50:17;

Exod 3:6; 1 Chr 2B:9. Cf Gen 32:9 ('the God of my father"),
The expression also occurs in the New Testamentfor the God
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rrnd tiwe sr be b*rn in a nan-tsrae{ toestio{, andstiff have Jewish ethnie heritage,u'

of the Bible: AcB 3:13; 5:30; 7:32; 22:L4; and 24:14" [p. 699J.
Notice clearly what Tanner discovered. This phrase

in Daniel 1,L:37 always refers to the Yahweh God of the
Bible in all other 45 instances! One perfect equivalent to
Daniel 11:37 is found in 2 Kings 21:22whereit discusses
the wickedness of king Amon and says, "he forsook the
L0RD God of his fathers f'dloh€ 'dbotaw): This is the
exact same phrasing referring to the antichrist in Dan
77:37. Clearly, Amon was a wicked ethnic fewish king
who forsook Yahweh and embraced pagan religious
ideals. The antichrist will be just like rhis._

Howeve4, other godlyprophecyteachers see the antichrist
as being a Gentile ruler There are several compelling biblical
reasons for seeing the antichrist as a Gentile, The antichrist
emerges from the se4 which many interpret as symbolizing
Gentile nations in Revelation 13:1; the Greek, Antiochus
Epiphanes, as a Gentile type of the antichrist, The "Times
of the Gentiles" implies Gentile dominion as found in Luke
21,:24.The "Prince lVho Is to Come" foom Roman [Gentile)
Descent in Daniel 9:26-27. The little horn of the Roman
Empire in Daniel7:Zlimplies Roman Gentile descent.

Tanner responds to this last point by sayrn$ "yet even if
someone insists the antichrist must be in some way "Roman"
because of Dan 7:24, that still does not prove he is a Gentile. He
could be ethnically Jewkh andyetpolitically part of the revived
Roman Empire of the fuare. Finally, one shouJd observe that
the New Testament never asserts that the antichrist will be
a Gentile, which should elicit an ounce of caution, Gleason

Archer admits that the antichrist's connection with the ancient
Roman Empire still leaves latitude for his place of origin: "the

historical Roman Empire was mainly centered around the
Mediterranean, with its capital in ltnly, and so there is a good
possibility that'the ruler who will come'will be from Europe
rather than from the Near East."

I've long considered that the antichrist could be the
leader of the Revived Roman Empire and live or be born in
a non-lsrael location and still have |ewish ethnic heritage.
In this regard, both groups are correct. Those that see in
Scripture a fewish false Messiah and also others who see in
Scripture a Gentile type connection.

This is not unprecedented. Let me give you a biblical
example. Paul the Apostle was clearly an ethnic few [Acs
22:3) and a Hebrew from the tribe of Benjamin (philippians
3:5). At the same time, we lanow that he was a Roman citizen
born in Tarsus. The biblical evidence for paul's Roman
cttrzenship is primarily found in Acts 16:37-38 , Axs Z2:ZS-
29, and Acts 23:27 ,wlththe clearest statement in Acts ZZ:27 -

28, where Paul declares he was born a Roman citrzen.
We read, "So the tribune came and said to him, "Tell me,

are 
"\.'oLt 

a Roman citizen?" And Paul said, "Yes." The tribune
anst'ered, "l bought this citizenship for a large sum." paul said,
"Bttt I ant o citizen by birth."

Additionaily, there were over 10 Roman emperors who
lr,ere not ethnic Romans or Italians.

Here are some notable examples:

$ Trajan (r.98-lL7 CE): Born in Italica [modern-day
Spain), Trajan was the first Roman emperor of non-ltalian
orrgrn. He was of Hispanic descent and is considered one of
Ronre's greatest emperors.

$ Hadrian (r.lL7-L3B CE):Also born in Italica, Spain,
Hadrian rvas Trajan's successor and is known for his
ertensii,e travels and the construction of Hadrian's Wall
in the nofth of Britain.

@ Septimius Severus (r.193-2llCE): Born in Lepris
N1agna (rnodern-day LibyaJ, Severus was of Punic [North
AfricanJ descent and founded the Severan dynasty,

$ Caracalla (r.Zll-217 CE): Son of Seprimius Severus,
born in Lugdunum (modern-day Lyon, France), though his
larnih' rr as ol North Aflrican origin.

$ Elagabalus(r.2l\-222 CE) and SeverusAlexander [r.
222-235 CE): Both were part of the Severan dynasty and
born in Syria, reflecting the empire's eastern influences.

$ Philip theArab (r.244-249 CE): Born inArabia perraea

[nrodern-day fordan), Philip was one of the first emperors
from lhe eastern provinces.

S Diocletian (r.284-305 CE): Born in Dalmatra

[modern-day CroatiaJ, Diocletian was of Illyrian descent
and is known for his administrative reforms.

$ Constantine the Great (r. 306-337 CE): Born in
NaissLrs (modern-day Ni5, Serbia), Constantine was of
illr-:'ran origin and famous for legalizing Christianity.

@ Justinian l(r.527-565 CE): Born in Tauresium

Inr:dern-day North MacedonraJ, Justrnian, an Eastern
Rorran fByzantine] empero4 was of Iilyrian or
Thracian descent.

If rre allow the Bible to speak and examine the history of
the Roman Empire, it is not a problem to see that the future
anf christ could indeed be politically "Roman" and yet have
a d.fferent ethnic background by birth. I suspect that he will
hale his political alliances, but yet appeal to the religious
orhodox Jews by being able to claim that indeed he has a

J ei,,rsh ethnic background^

esNer-usrffiN

\\'e have examined the various evidence that the
i,tr|e n?ht of Daniel 9:27 is not a peace agreement, but
rrstead a reference to the Mosaic covenant. The 70th

{*7AT trtryN'fi *r4 ?&ffi*. 3s
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week of Daniel and the Day of the Lord begins when the
antichrist uses his political influence to cause the covenant
of Moses to prevail for the |ewish people. They will receive
him as a messianic figure ffohn 5:43).

From this day forward, they will begin to rebuild their
Templg startTemple services and sacrifices inJerusalem and

see the Torah be established throughoutthe land oflsrael.
The antichrist has a desire to see this in order to make

his move to blaspheme the God of heaven similar to his
predecessor Antiochus Epiphanes. We know the antichrist
stops the sacriflces and sits in the Temple of God and

desecrates this holy place through the -abomination of
desolation (Matthew 24:75). He blasphemes the God of
heaven by declaring himself to be God in the very place where
the previous holy Temples existed. The antichrist has a great
desire to blaspheme God from this very holy spot. In order
to make this happen, he knows that he needs to deceive the

Jewish leadership and help them startthe path to rebuilding
their Jewish Temple.

This coincides very nicely with the start of the day of the
Lord as beginning with the fewish rebellion and revealing

of the man of sin as referenced in 2 Thessalonians 2:3. Paul

writes that the first events, which start the day of the Lord,

are a rebellion, which is connected with the man of sin being
revealed. When the antichrist comes on the scene, in addition
to deceiving the fews and reinstituting the Mosaic covenant,

he also has one certain stipulation. 1,John2:22reads,"Wois
the liar but he who denies thatJesus is the Messiah? This is
the untichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son!'lffhen
the religious Jews are offered to receive the antichrist as their
Messiah, they will be formally rejecting the Messiahship of

Jesus This is outright rebellion against the Lord Jesus and Hts

claiuts ic,beingthe Messiah of Israel.ltwill notbe an accident.

It u 111 bt a repeat of what happened in the first century when
the lei',.sh religious leadership rejected the Messiahship of

Jesus 1 ct lohn 5:431.

One l:ral comment. As I was finishing up this article, I

receii'ei a call from Adam Ehyahu Berkowitz from Israel.

He i',.r-ltes lor Israel365news.com and has been covering the
r,arious developments for preparations for the Third Temple

and ue red heifer He said it is official that all five red heifers

rlhic:-. ,,r'ere broughtoverfrom Texas on September 75,2022,
hare L.een formally disqualified by the Temple Institute,
Hoi'.'e'.-er, this does not mean that the search is over. In fact, it
is th: :nposite. Theyare goingto take these remainrngheifers
and incorporate them into the Israeh red heifer breeding
prosrinr, God's timing is perfect and every day things are

chal.ling rn Israel. He and I also discussed the fact that for
the nrst hme in centuries, Israelis are prayrng and singing

and :1:ncrng on the Temple Mount with the protection of the
poLr:e The status quo of the Temple is changing constantly
The nrood in Israel even amongthe secular Israelis is shifting
rro:'= ton ards a positive embracing for the rebuilding of the

Thi:C Ternple. Maranatha! ,ffi
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